[image: image1.png]0

I

0




North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS) and Interested Industry Participants

FROM: 
DeDe Kirby, Meeting/Project Manager, NAESB 

RE:
Final Minutes from the NAESB WEQ BPS Conference Call Meeting – March 10, 2006
DATE:

March 20, 2006
Wholesale Electric Quadrant
Business practices subcommittee conference call Meeting
March 10, 2006
final Minutes
1. Welcome and Administration
Ms. York welcomed the participants to the conference call meeting and Ms. Kirby gave the anti-trust advice.  Participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Martin stated that agenda item #3 should be moved above agenda item #2.  Mr. Fidrych moved to adopt the agenda as modified and Ms. Martin seconded the motion.  The modified agenda was adopted by consensus.  Mr. Fidrych moved to adopt the February 22, 2006 minutes and Mr. Blevins seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus.      
2. Review any modifications by ESS/ITS to draft Recommendation WEQ 2006 Annual Plan Item (3)(c) (Develop business practices as needed for clarification of definitions and terminology in the Standards of Conduct)
Ms. York stated that the BPS had completed a draft standard during the February 7-8 meeting and forwarded it to the Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee/Information Technology Subcommittee (ESS/ITS) for comment.  (Please see Draft Recommendation on WEQ Standards of Conduct 2/8/06 and Instructional Memo to ESS/ITS on Draft Recommendation for Standards of Conduct.)  She said that the ESS/ITS had reviewed the draft standard during their March 5-6 meeting and noted that changes would need to be made to OASIS Standards and Communication Protocols (S&CP).  The ESS/ITS noted that the standard for the page following the link should allow for flexibility on how to organize the information.  Mr. Saini stated that the goal of this annual plan item was to allow for an user of an OASIS website to find the information as required in Order 2004.  Mr. Fidrych stated it was his understanding that the information could be stored on an additional page, as long as a link was located on the OASIS page to access it.  Mr. Saini reviewed his points in Comments from N. Saini on Standards of Conduct.  Mr. Saini noted that it would be helpful to include the section references from Order 2004 on the OASIS pages in order to direct the user as to what the information addressed.  
Ms. Martin noted that the idea of categories and subcategories was not supported by Southern Company, because Order 2004 was written in a manner that allowed Transmission Providers flexibility in their interpretation of how to implement the requirements.  (Please see Comments Submitted by Southern.)  Therefore, she added that the draft standard for standards of conduct should not detail how the information was posted.  Mr. Fidrych noted that noting section references might be beneficial to those organizations that manage multiple OASIS sites.  Mr. Saini stated that different labels could lead to confusion, and the references to sections might alleviate these concerns.  He noted that OASIS pages should show consistency in referencing information.  Ms. York agreed but noted that the main issue involved in the annual plan item was location of the information.  Ms. Martin noted that if the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) required such organization of information, such requirements should have been stated in Order 2004 and not in a NAESB standard.  Ms. Martin said that Southern Company did have concerns of FERC standards being expanded outside of the scope of Order 2004 through the NAESB process.  
Mr. Bissonnette stated that definitions would be beneficial in the standard.  Ms. Martin stated that there was no need to restate definitions already included in Order 2004.  Mr. Bissonnette noted that the standard should reference other definitions or include definitions in order to clearly state in its text what is meant by the standard language.  Mr. Saini noted that references to sections of Order 2004 would be more flexible and limit confusion than definitions.  Mr. Fidrych noted that many of these references were found in Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR).  All participants of the subcommittee took an action item to check the correct references for the draft standard.  Mr. Bissonnette stated that the subcommittee should include the references and then post the draft standard for an informal comment period.  (To view changes made to the draft standard during the meeting, please see Attachment - Draft Recommendation for Standards of Conduct 3/10/06).  

The draft standard will be posted for informal comment.  The comment period will end on March 21, 2006.  Ms. York stated that she would summarize the responses of the BPS to informal comments submitted and they would be posted as an attachment to these minutes.
3. Review informal comments on draft Recommendation R06002 (Modify NAESB pre-split Version 0 TLR business practices to remain consistent with NERC IRO-006-1 pre-split TLR reliability standards (inclusion of market flows))
Mr. Yeung stated that draft Recommendation R06002 met the needs of Southwest Power Pool (SPP) as outlined in R06002 (Revised).  Ms. York noted that NERC participants had assisted the BPS in making these changes during the March 3rd WEQ BPS conference call.   
Ms. York noted that participants of the BPS had questioned what benefit there was in proceeding with this modification, when NERC had not completed their post split standards.  She explained that NERC was going forward with an Urgent Action Standards Authorization Request (SAR) to accommodate the SPP changes by the planned SPP market opening date of May 1st.  Through the standards development process, it was identified by the BPS that to accommodate the SPP changes in the NAESB standard, changes must be made to the post-split business practices.  Therefore, the subcommittee proceeded with this modification.  Although there is no set date for the filing of the post-split TLR Business Practice Standards, NAESB will file the standard after coordination issues are addressed.  

Mr. Yeung stated that NERC had removed the market flow issue from the Urgent Action SAR (Revised Final SAR).  Mr. Blevins added that additional SARs are under development at NERC to address modifications to TLR. (Please reference the “Standards under Development” page on the NERC website at www.nerc.com.)  Mr. Blevins noted that incremental changes to TLR were being addressed at NERC, and therefore similar changes were supported at NAESB.  

Ms. York stated in reference to Comments Submitted by E.Davis, Entergy that the draft recommendation did not have to be posted for an informal comment period by the subcommittee, but that it was at the request of Entergy.  Ms. York noted that Entergy could submit formal comments on the standard when it was posted as a formal recommendation.  

Mr. Blevins moved that Recommendation R06002 be submitted to the WEQ Executive Committee (EC) and posted for its formal 30 day comment period.  Mr. Yeung seconded the motion.  Mr. Saini noted that Entergy did not support the motion because of process issues and coordination issues with NERC.  He added that he would provide formal comments to the standard.  The motion passed with four votes in support, one against, and one abstention.  Please see Attendance section for voting record.  Ms. York stated that she would summarize the responses of the BPS regarding informal comments submitted on draft Recommendation R06002.  It will be posted as an attachment to these minutes.      
4. Review informal comments on draft Recommendation R05007 (Review the NAESB WEQ "Version 0" business practice standards and remove any references to ERCOT)
Mr. Saini reviewed Entergy Comments on R05007 Submitted by E.Davis.  Ms. York noted that Entergy agreed with the changes to the standards under draft Recommendation R05007.  Ms. York noted that California ISO Comments on R05007 Submitted by D.Hawkins were a request for NAESB standards modification that should be submitted in that form.  She noted that the BPS would contact Mr. Hawkins.  
Ms. Heino stated she would comment on the use of ERCOT in Coordinate Interchange Business Practice Standard when Recommendation R05001 was posted for comment.  Ms. Heino moved that Recommendation R05007 be submitted to the WEQ EC and posted for its 30 day formal comment period.  Mr. Saini seconded the motion.  The motion was approved by consensus.  

Recommendation R05007 will be reviewed by the WEQ EC during the May 9th meeting.  Ms. York stated that she would summarize the responses of the BPS regarding informal comments submitted on draft Recommendation R05007.  It will be posted as an attachment to these minutes.  
5. Next Steps/Other Business

Ms. York will complete recommendation forms for R06002 and R05007.  She stated that the subcommittee would address the recommendation for standards of conduct during the March 23rd-24th meeting and any informal comments submitted.  A conference call was scheduled to review comments submitted on Recommendation R06002 prior to the April 19th WEQ EC conference call meeting.  A call was scheduled for May 5th to review any comments submitted on Recommendation R05007 prior to the May 9 WEQ EC meeting.  The BPS will meeting with the NERC ATC/AFC task force and the WEQ ESS/ITS to begin coordination on the drafting of ATC/AFC standards on April 5th.    
6. Adjourn
Mr. Saini moved to adjourn and Mr. Bissonnette seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 p.m. Central time.

7. Attendance

	Last Name 
	First Name
	Organization
	Vote on Recommendation R06002

	Bissonnette
	Victor
	HydroQuebec Transenergie
	Not present at time of vote

	Blevins
	Bill
	NERC
	Yes

	Fidrych
	Mark
	Western Area Power Administration
	Yes

	Gonzales
	Angela
	NAESB
	

	Heino
	Shari
	ERCOT
	Abstain

	Kirby
	DeDe 
	NAESB
	

	Martin
	Rebecca
	Southern Company
	Not present at time of vote

	McKee
	Robert
	Ameren
	Not present at time of vote

	Saini
	Narinder
	Entergy
	No

	Yeung
	Charles
	Southwest Power Pool
	Yes

	York 
	Kathy 
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Yes
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