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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant Business Practices Subcommittee (BPS), Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee (ESS), Information Technology Subcommittee (ITS), NERC ATC Standards Drafting Team (ATCDT), and Interested Industry Participants

FROM: 
DeDe Kirby, Meeting/Project Manager, NAESB 

RE:
Final Minutes from the NAESB Joint BPS/ESS/ITS Meeting; Houston, TX – April 17, 2007
DATE:

April 24, 2007


NAESB Wholesale Electric Quadrant joint Bps/ess/its
April 17, 2007 MEETING
FINAL Minutes
1. Welcome and Administration
Ms. York welcomed the participants to the meeting.  The participants introduced themselves.  Ms. Kirby gave the anti-trust advice.  The agenda item for conditional firm was struck from the agenda as the ESS/ITS will be addressing this issue.  Mr. Stanton moved to adopt the agenda as revised and Mr. Gildea seconded the motion.  The agenda was adopted by consensus.  Mr. Stanton moved to adopt the March 7, 2007 minutes as drafted.  Mr. Pritchard seconded the motion.  The minutes were adopted by consensus.      
2. Review and discussion on assignments taken during the March 7th call
· MOD-003 (Procedure for Input on TTC and ATC Methodologies and Values): NERC plans to retire these requirements and recommends that they be NAESB business practices

The group reviewed Business Practices to incorporate NERC MOD003 from N. Saini, Entergy.  Ms. Mendrala clarified that because MOD-003 addresses customer reaction and customer requests, the NERC drafting team decided it was commercial in nature.  She stated that MOD-003 had existed at NERC for some time, but was never measured.  The NERC team discussed the MOD but could not draft language that was agreeable to the industry.  Ms. York clarified that any standard NERC proposes deleting must be balloted.  The group agreed that work should begin on standards drafting for the sake of time, without the official notice from NERC.  The official notice from NERC on MOD-003 should arrive shortly.  

Mr. Pritchard stated that much of the MOD-003 language (contact information for those making reservations) was already included in OASIS and was therefore redundant.  Ms. York asked if this applied to ATC, TTC, and CBM.  Currently, what is the process for learning the contact information of the person who can answer questions on ATC, TTC, and CBM methodology?  Mr. Pritchard stated that the identified person on OASIS should be contacted.  Ms. Mendrala asked where in OASIS it states that someone must be identified to answer questions regarding transmission service.  Mr. Pritchard stated that it should not point to one person only.  
Next, the team discussed time requirements for a reply.  Ms. York stated that the original R1.2 intent was to let the public know that the responder will acknowledge receipt of the question in a certain amount of time.  The responder would then tell the person submitting the interrogatory how long it will take to get an answer.  Mr. Gildea suggested these timeframes should be recorded, as well as the answers to the questions.  Mr. Pritchard questioned what the appropriate reply would be if asked about refusal of transmission due to ATC?  Ms. York asked is such documentation was not already kept.  Mr. Pritchard stated it was not for his company.  (Please note that the two preceding sentences were incorrectly stated by the minute taker, but the correction was not made prior to the adoption of the minutes.  Therefore, please reference the May 10th minutes for the correction.)  Mr. Gildea said this was the reason for Order No. 890 – for Transmission Service Providers to provide information on why transmission was refused, as well as information on other questions related to transmission service.  Mr. Pritchard stated that such interrogatories should be submitted in writing, and not be telephone.  

Mr. Stanton stated that such draft standards go to the intent of Order No. 890 and issues of communication and transparency.  Mr. Gildea suggested that the procedure could be written very generically and TSPs would then submit their procedures in their Tariffs to the FERC for approval.  Mr. Pritchard asked that the subcommittee not draft a standard that was unreasonable in the amount of response required and the response time.  
Mr. Bilke stated that several ISOs and RTOs already post such procedures.  He stated that MISO met MOD-003 requirements already.  However, he did not agree that posting was necessary on OASIS, because it is posted on the ISO’s website.    
Ms. Rehman said that she was concerned about the effect answering transmission questions submitted would have on a company’s ability to follow the Standards of Conduct.  She explained that providing answers would be difficult to do without violating the Standards of Conduct.  Mr. Gildea suggested that the TSPs post all answers to questions in order to avoid violating the Standards of Conduct.  Mr. Gildea stated that Customers need information on transmission service and must be able to communicate effectively with TSPs.  Ms. Rehman stated that Order No. 889 already stated that contact information must be provided.  Ms. Rehman stated templates for queries and responses for Customer’s to submit questions already exist in the S and CP.  Ms. Rehman referenced Order No. 889, paragraph 37.4, (a)(4)(i).  She stated the group must be very clear on what is allowed and what is not allowed. Ms. Mendrala stated that she was not aware of any standards in the S and CP that state a TSP must provide contact information to where Customers can direct questions.  Ms. Rehman stated that it was never the intention of Order No. 890 to allow for Customers to call and ask questions.  It is focused on ATC calculations and studies.  

Ms. Franz explained that the TSPs should make access to this information relatively easy.  She asked that it be included on the OASIS INFO.HTM page.  She stated that the process for recourse for a Customer should be included in the same place.  

Mr. Pritchard suggested the group draft standards language to be submitted for an informal round of comments to the industry.  Mr. Pritchard asked if it was best to create the new business practice standard or add language to each standard on the posting of methodologies that includes contact information for addressing questions on transmission service.  Mr. Gildea stated that there could be calls and queries unrelated to ATC, TTC, and/or CBM that require answers.  They put the question of where to include the language in the request for informal comments.  Those informal comments are due May 1, 2007.  Below is the draft language:
A. Each Transmission Service Provider shall develop and document a procedure describing how transmission customers can input their concerns or questions regarding the TTC, TFC, ATC, and AFC methodology and how these concerns or questions will be addressed.  The procedure shall at a minimum specify the following: 
A. Each Transmission Service Provider shall maintain current contact information in INFO.HTM on the OASIS home page.
A. The amount of time it will take to acknowledge a Customer’s request.
A. The manner in which the responses may be communicated (e.g., email, letter, telephone, etc).
A. Each Transmission Service Provider shall post on OASIS, its procedure for receiving and addressing concerns about the TTC, TFC, ATC, and AFC methodologies.
· MOD006 (Procedure for use of CBM Values):  NERC plans to retire these requirements and recommend that they be NAESB business practices.  The ESS/ITS and BPS have not discussed the merits.  (need to develop mechanism for LSEs to call for use of CBM: not clear will be an online request or done outside of OASIS and come up with mechanism to track the usage of CBM (tagging requirements, etc.)  (WEQ 2007 Annual Plan Item 2 and R05004A Item 2)

a.      Draft language to address adoption of requirements c
The group stated that they were awaiting language on FERC procedures that might provide clarity as to what should be drafted for MOD-006.  In addition, no official notice from NERC had yet been submitted on MOD-006 to NAESB.  
· Frequency and posting requirements for all ATC components (includes what, where and how) (R05004A)

a.    Review draft of language for business practices for frequency and posting requirements for all ATC components:  Barbara Rehman and JT Wood

b.     Future Plan: Post for comment on June 1, 2007
Ms. Rehman stated there was still work being done on NERC’s MOD-001 that would be relevant to this assigned work.  She and Mr. Wood have compiled a list of the posting requirements for ATC components.

· Business Practice requirements for any other requirements that come out of MOD001 (R05004A)

a.     Identify need for additional business practices to complement MOD001 and assign drafting of language to subcommittee member

b.     Future Plan: Post for comment on July 1, 2007

The NAESB team will meet jointly with NERC on April 23rd.  During that meeting, the timeline for the second posting of MOD-001, as well as answers to the first round of comments will be discussed.  The NAESB team will begin drafting the MOD-001 posting requirements after this meeting.
3. Other Business/Next Steps/Future Meetings

The group will meet on May 3rd to review all informal comments submitted.  The group will meet jointly with the NERC ATC Drafting Team on April 23rd to review comments submitted on MOD-001.
4. Adjourn
Mr. Gildea moved to adjourn and Mr. Stanton seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 3:19 p.m. Central time.  
5.  Attendance
	Last Name 
	First Name
	Organization
	In Person/Phone

	Bilke
	Terry
	Midwest ISO
	Phone

	Franz
	Marilyn
	Sierra Nevada Power
	Phone

	Gildea
	Mike
	Constellation
	In Person

	Gonzales
	Angela
	NAESB
	In Person

	Kennedy
	Laura
	NAESB
	Phone

	Kirby
	DeDe
	NAESB
	In Person

	Laurence
	Wilma
	ISO New England
	Phone

	Mendrala
	Cheryl
	ISO New England
	Phone

	Mitreski
	Aleks
	ISO New England
	Phone

	Perlman
	Marjorie
	EnergyEast
	Phone

	Pewarski
	Jim
	Midwest ISO
	Phone

	Pritchard
	Alan
	Duke Energy
	Phone

	Rehman
	Barbara
	Bonneville Power Administration
	Phone

	Stanton
	Jim
	EPSA
	In Person

	Womack
	Jimmy 
	Southwest Power Pool
	Phone

	York
	Kathy
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	In Person
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