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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Retail Quadrants Board Members, Retail Quadrants EC Members, Retail Quadrants Members and Interested Parties 
FROM:
Laura Kennedy, NAESB Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
Draft Minutes from the NAESB Board of Directors Retail Quadrant Leadership Meeting – September 20, 2006
DATE:
October 4, 2006
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

NAESB BOARD OF DIRECTORS RETAIL QUADRANTS LEADERSHIP MEETING
September 20, 2006 in Houston, TX
Draft Minutes
1.
Administration and Welcome
Ms. McKeever welcomed the meeting participants.  Ms. Kennedy read the antitrust guidelines.  Mr. Spangler moved, seconded by Mr. Weathersbee, to adopt the agenda as drafted.  The participants reviewed the draft minutes from the Retail Quadrants Leadership Meeting held on June 21, 2006.  Ms. Munson noted that the location should be changed from Houston, Texas to San Antonio, Texas.  The revised minutes were adopted by consensus.
2.
Review Proposal for Increasing the Number of Discount Memberships
Mr. Precht stated that he proposed increasing the number of the discounted memberships at an RSRC meeting.  The participants supported a proposal to increase the number of discounted memberships in general, but noted several issues that should be addressed in the proposal.  Mr. Precht stated that the discounted memberships could be used as a marketing tool for use in providing membership information to state commissions.  Mr. Precht proposed adding five additional discounted memberships for each Retail Quadrant.  Mr. Novak noted that if there were five memberships within a quadrant that were discounted for state commissions, the state commissions with those memberships could hold the entire Executive Committee or Board for a particular segment, which would result into turning that segment into a layer of regulatory review.  Mr. Novak recommended adding one more discounted membership per segment.
After further discussion, Mr. Novak proposed that he and Ms. Kiselewich present this issue at the November meeting of the REQ and RGQ Executive Committees.  Mr. Novak stated that any proposal would state that it is not the intent of the proposal to result in a segment being dominated by a particular interest and that the proposal could require a change to the Retail Quadrant bylaws.  The Retail Executive Committees will discuss this issue at the November meeting and the Retail Leadership will determine whether it will prepare a proposal to present to the entire Board during the December Board meeting.
3.
Discussion on Efforts with Other Groups such as EEI, FREDI, AGA
Mr. Novak stated that FREDI does not have meetings, but the work product is being reviewed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland.  Mr. Novak stated that he met with Pennsylvania commission staff and they indicated they would be happy if NAESB could take over what the FREDI group used to do.  Mr. Behr stated that he is the last chair of FREDI and that he hosts meetings every month.  The original intent was to have all involved thinking as a unit so that when one state implemented a particular standard, the other states would try to implement the same standards.  Mr. Behr stated that FREDI was basically a documentation group.  Mr. Behr stated that state commission staff needs to be convinced that the NAESB process is a better process than the current process so that NAESB can take over the work FREDI started.
Mr. Novak stated that Pennsylvania has indicated interest in NAESB doing the work of FREDI.  Mr. Novak asked if Mr. Precht could speak with commission staff in Maryland, perhaps two of the states that participate in FREDI would support NAESB’s involvement.  Mr. Precht stated that he would speak with Ms. Kiselewich regarding speaking with Maryland commission staff.  Mr. Novak and Mr. Behr volunteered to conduct an outreach to the seven states that are members of FREDI to let them know that the goals of FREDI are being achieved at NAESB.  Mr. Novak and Mr. Behr will provide an update at the December Retail Leadership meeting.
Mr. Novak stated that some of the members of AGA would oppose expansion of the scope of the Retail Quadrants and some would not oppose the expansion.  Mr. Precht attended a meeting of the AGA Rate Issues Committee in April and did not receive positive feedback.  Mr. Precht stated that the participants at the AGA meeting indicated that they did not deem it worth their while to participate in the NAESB Retail Quadrants until a state public utility commission takes notice of the NAESB Retail model business practices.
4.
Retail 2006 Annual Plan
Status and Projected Completion of Items on Annual Plan:  The participants reviewed the Joint Retail Quadrant 2006 Annual Plan and the progress that has been made to date on the items in the plan.
Projected workload for 2007 Annual Plan:  The participants discussed the projected items to be included in the 2007 Annual Plan.  The document included on page 77 of the Board Book, Potential Standards Development Efforts for 2007 for the Retail Gas and Electric Quadrants, was reviewed.

Mr. Cleveland suggested that capacity forecasting should be added.  He stated that different organizations have a different methodology for capacity forecasting and that companies are questioned by state commissions regarding why the particular methodology was used, etc.  Mr. Cleveland stated he would submit this item in response to Ms. McQuade’s request for potential 2007 Annual Plan items.
Mr. Koogler stated that he met with Advanced Energy, which is a Research and Development organization that has been commissioned by the North Carolina legislature to develop strategies for load management, efficiency, improvement of industrial processes, and home building standards in North Carolina.  The North Carolina Utilities Commission challenged Advanced Energy to develop a way to measure the impact the organization has made on the energy industry including the areas of efficiency and load management.  Advanced Energy is working to develop a methodology for reviewing load response.  Mr. Koogler’s staff is working with representatives of Advanced Energy to draft a proposed 2007 Annual Plan Item that will be submitted in response to Ms. McQuade’s request for business practice development items to be included in the Annual Plans.  If NAESB moves forward with the development of the methodology for reviewing load response at the request of Advanced Energy, additional subcommittee participants need to be recruited who have the expertise in this area.
Mr. Bourbonnais stated that he attended the EEI National Accounts meeting.  Mr. Kiesner of EEI provided information to Mr. Bourbonnais that the National Accounts representatives have indicated a desire for NAESB to develop EDI and electronic billing business practices.  These business practices would be more comprehensive than the current work on the JCPenney request.  This item was included in the list for possible model business practice development items to be included in the 2007 Annual Plans.  Mr. Bourbonnais will forward Ms. McQuade’s request for proposed 2007 Annual Plan Items to Mr. Kiesner so that it can be forwarded to the National Accounts members.
5.
Areas for possible model business practices development by the NAESB Retail Quadrants 
The participants generally reviewed the items listed as areas for possible model business practices during the review of the Potential Standards Development Efforts for 2007 for the Retail Gas and Electric Quadrants document.
6. 
Discussion on Model Business Practice Focused on Estimating the Impact of Demand Side Management (DSM) and Energy Efficiency Initiatives
This item was not discussed in detail.
7.
Update on Board Committees and Related Efforts Specific to Retail Quadrants
This item was not discussed.
8.
Board Agenda Review
This item was not discussed.
9.
Highlight of Retail Quadrants Executive Committee Activities
Ms. Kiselewich provided a review of the actions of the Retail Executive Committees during the August 2006 meeting.  The Executive Committees discussed the possibility of reducing the number of Executive Committee meetings and set the publication date for Version 2 of the Retail model business practices as June 30, 2007.  Version 2 will include model business practices for Customer Enrollment, Drops, and Account Information, the Retail Contract, Electronic Invoicing, and Customer Information.
10.
New Business
The participants agreed that the Retail Leadership Meeting scheduled on December 13, 2006 should be from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM instead of starting at 2:00 PM.

11.
Adjourn

Mr. Koogler moved, seconded by Mr. Novak, to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 4:35 PM.
12.
Attendance

	Name
	Organization
	Quadrant
	Attendance

	Barbara Alexander
	State of Maine Public Advocate
	REQ/EC Member
	Phone

	George Behr
	Energy Services Group
	RGQ/EC Member
	Phone

	Bill Bourbonnais
	Wisconsin Public Service
	REQ/Board Member
	Phone

	Ralph Cleveland
	AGL Resources, Inc.
	RGQ/Board Member
	In Person

	Dave Darnell
	Systrends, USA
	RGQ/Board Member
	Phone

	Ruth Kiselewich
	Baltimore Gas and Electric
	REQ/Board Member
	In Person

	David Koogler
	Dominion Virginia Power
	REQ/Board Member
	In Person

	Debbie McKeever
	TXU Electric Delivery
	REQ
	In Person

	Susan Munson
	ERCOT
	REQ/EC Alternate
	In Person

	Mike Novak
	National Fuel Gas Distribution
	RGQ/Board Member
	Phone

	Phil Precht
	Baltimore Gas and Electric
	RGQ/EC Member
	Phone

	Judy Ray
	Alabama Power
	REQ/EC Member
	Phone

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies
	RGQ/Board Member
	In Person

	Michael Strohmyer
	Constellation NewEnergy
	REQ
	Phone

	Tommy Weathersbee
	TXU Electric Delivery
	REQ
	In Person
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