Interoperability between Internet ET to ASX

As the preceding paragraphs illustrate, there is currently no simple interoperability between the NAESB Internet ET and any of the ASX methods. Companies that communicate with both Internet ET and ASX trading partners must support two software/communication technologies. While the migration of all users to a common protocol would create benefits, any migration strategy should consider:

· Breadth of established customer base of each protocol.
· “Home-grown’ solutions exist that would be difficult to convert.
· One-time migration costs that would include additional staffing, hardware and software.
· Current systems enjoy low support costs and established vendor support
· Extensive planning to coordinate a synchronized implementation to limit disruption of current communications.
· Regulatory issues, e.g. interstate pipelines, being federally regulated, are required to support the Internet ET.
