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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org


Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Retail Electric Quadrant and Retail Gas Quadrant Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee (TEIS) Participants, Wholesale Gas Quadrant Electronic Delivery Method Subcommittee Participants, and Interested Parties
FROM:

DeDe Kirby, Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
RGQ/REQ TEIS & WGQ EDM Meeting Minutes- February 23, 2005
DATE:
March 21, 2005
NORTH AMERICAN ENERGY STANDARDS BOARD

RETAIL ELECTRIC QUADRANT/RETAIL GAS QUADRANT 
TECHNICAL ELECTORNIC IMPLEMENTATION SUBCOMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL
 &
WHOLESALE GAS QUADRANT 

ELECTRONIC DELIVERY MECHANISM SUBCOMMITTEE

CONFERENCE CALL MEETING
February 23, 2005: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Eastern
FINAL MINUTES
1.
Welcome & Administration
Mr. Behr called the meeting to order.  Ms. Kennedy gave the antitrust advice.  Participants introduced themselves.  Mr. Behr stated that a brief discussion period should be added to the agenda for X12 schema.  The revised agenda was adopted by consensus.  
2. Discussion and possible disposition of Request R04030, a request from ERCOT to 
add a new data element to the NAESB EDM
Mr. Behr explained that the R04030, submitted by ERCOT, was delegated to the WGQ EDM Subcommittee and the Retail TEIS by the NAESB Triage Subcommittee.  He added that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the request and come to a joint decision by the REQ/RGQ TEIS and the WGQ EDM Subcommittee.  The request is located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf/r04030.doc. 
Mr. Behr explained that the request is for the addition of one new data element to the MIME content header of the NAESB Internet ET.  ERCOT had explained at previous meetings that the new element would provide a more efficient method of determining if the document was a resend.  Mr. Katskee stated that the addition of the new element “refnum-orig” would fulfill ERCOT’s request R04030.  Mr. Behr explained that if the group agreed to go ahead and accept the addition of the new element “refnum-orig”, it would be best for the TEIS to do so on a generic level.  

The group discussed other options for identifying resend documents, such as the addition of a flag to the current data element “refnum”.  Mr. Burden stated that whatever the decision, it should be implemented in the quadrants identically in order to avoid confusion.
Mr. Katskee made the following points concerning the request for a new “ref num”: 1) the document would include a reference number to the original document and a reference number to the document resent; 2) currently the data elements in X12 identify the original and resent documents as the same documents through the use of one reference number; 3) the identification of a document resend is faster and more efficient with the use of two unique data elements; 4) if a document contains new information from the original, an entirely new original reference number should be used.  Mr. Katskee stated that the addition of the new element was necessary before ERCOT was able to employ the use of the original reference number.

The group began drafting the guidelines for use of the new data element.  After additional discussion, Mr. Dodson moved to modify the Internet ET to accommodate the addition of a mutually agreed data element “refnum-orig” as described in request R04030.  Mr. Burden seconded the motion and the motion passed by consensus.  For revisions to the Internet ET document, please see “IET 2/23/05 Joint Changes” located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/req_rgq_teis022305a1.doc.  .    
Request to modify Payload element
Mr. Katskee reviewed a potential modification to the RXQ QEDM.  Mr. Behr stated that because the QEDM document had not been sent to the EC for approval, the TEIS would consider any modifications to the document that ERCOT suggested.  Mr. Katskee stated that the proposed modification is to add a “Content-type” within the payload MIME encapsulation. This would allow the market to send an unlimited number of data formats through the NAESB transport.

Mr. Katskee explained that the “Content-type” is currently transmitted through the header of the document.  Mr. Katskee stated that no standard currently existed for putting the “Content-type” description in the payload value of the document.  Mr. Behr suggested the guidelines for what is included in “content type” under the payload value be flexible to allow entities such ERCOT to employ the file format they wish.
The group delayed action on this modification until the REQ/RGQ TEIS meeting on February 24, 2005.            
XML Schema Discussion: Mr. Behr explained the benefits of implementing and XML schema.  If on document is maintained within the program, all documents are maintained by XML.   However, Mr. Behr stated that a change to XML schema would delay progress the retail quadrants are making on standards development because of the lack of knowledge on how to employ it.  
Mr. Burden stated that any steps taken should not conflict with ANSI.  Mr. Behr stated that ERCOT employed XML on their wholesale market side.  He added that if the retail quadrants switched to XML, only X12 documents, not Word documents, would be replaced.  

The group asked to include this discussion on the next agenda of the RXQ TEIS. 
3. Discussion of intended methods for transporting multiple file types within the 
NAESB EDM
No discussion at this time.
4. Review, comparison and discussion of Quadrant EDM Manuals as prepared by each 
quadrant.
Mr. Behr stated that the retail quadrants were considering having one “zero” general document for standards.  He added that the RXQ QEDM would be included as a book of the “zero” document.  Mr. Behr reviewed the document “RXQ Gen Standards EDM 11/18/04” located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/req_rgq_teis022305a1.doc.  Mr. Behr stated that work on the RXQ QEDM would continue at the separate meeting of the RXQ TEIS February 24, 2005.
Mr. Burden reviewed the WGQ QEDM. “Revised WGQ QEDM” located on the NAESB website at http://www.naesb.org/pdf/edm100504w1.doc.  Mr. Burden stated that document would be further reviewed at the WGQ EDM Subcommittee meeting February 24, 2005.  
5. Possible next meeting information and adjournment
Ms. Wise moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. Dodson seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m. Eastern.   
6.
Attendance
	Name
	Organization

	George Behr
	ESG

	Bill Brooks
	Pepco

	Christopher Burden
	Williams Gas Pipeline

	Greg Dodson
	Dominion

	Mary Edwards
	Dominion Virginia Power

	Clay Katskee
	ERCOT

	Laura Kennedy
	NAESB

	DeDe Kirby
	NAESB

	Dan Rothfuss
	Cinergy

	Leigh Spangler
	Latitude Technologies, Inc.

	Barbara Wise
	Baltimore Gas and Electric
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