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Purpose

This project began as an exercise to see how an existing tariff could fit into the structure defined by the currently accepted FERC metadata (GEOC Draft Implementation Guide as updated 7/27/07).  This project initially focused on how a gas pipeline sheet-based tariff could fit into the FERC data model.  However, as work on the project progressed, it was determined that it would be helpful to also include an example of a gas pipeline section-based tariff.  As the Gas, Electric and Oil industries starting to meet as a coalition (GEOC), it became apparent that an Electric example would be beneficial as well.  Both Gas examples use the same exact Tariff.  The Gas spreadsheets are a working example of how a tariff can be successfully loaded into the FERC database design using either a sheet-based or section-based tariff.  The Electric example provides a hypothetical representation of a section-based OATT and a MBR tariff and subsequent revisions to a section in the OATT and the addition of a rate schedule.  Any industry will be permitted to use any of these approaches and different approaches may be used in the same database for different documents. 
In order to show how a new filing would affect the data in the baseline, a baseline tariff model had to be created.  A number of assumptions were made while creating this baseline because the process for filing baseline tariffs electronically has not been fully defined.  Most of these assumptions are noted at the bottom of the spreadsheet cells.
These spreadsheet examples were designed using the currently accepted FERC metadata.  They illustrate, solely, Tariff Content Data and do not incorporate any of the Filing Data or Attachment Data.  Please refer to the proposed Implementation Guide for more details on the individual data element fields usage and valid values.  These examples are not a demonstration of a tariff filing or filing method in any way, other than to show the changes in the database that would result from a filing.

The Excel spreadsheet includes seven worksheets/examples (tabs):

· Gas Sheets (Baseline – sheet-based tariff filing)

· Gas Sheets (After Filing –FERC database after filing)

· Gas Sectional (Baseline– section-based tariff filing)

· Gas Sectional (After Filing –FERC database after filing)

· Electric Combo (Baseline – 2 tariffs in one database - one divided into sections and the other a whole document tariff filing)
· Electric Combo (After Filing – FERC database after a revised section)
· Electric Combo (After 2 Filings – FERC database after a second filing adding a new whole document, a Rate Schedule)

In the “After Filing” work sheets, the changed records are highlighted in yellow for ease of identification.  For these examples, the Record Raw Data and Record Plain Text fields have been left blank for ease of viewing.  If the examples were complete, each of these fields would contain additional material.
Defining the Table of Contents
In order for FERC to be able to build a Table of Contents from the electronic submission, the Record Title, Record Parent or Container Identifier, Record Collation Value and Record Number are used.  The Record Parent or Container Identifier and the Record Collation Value are used to define the structure/relationship of the records.  The Record Title and Record Number are used for display purposes.   Based on comments from the FERC Staff, for ‘child’ records within a section, the Record Title will be left blank.  For instance, in the Gas example, Record Identifier value = ‘1008’, the Record Title is left blank.  But the Record Title, for Record Identifier value = ‘1008’ is “Rate Schedule FTS – Firm”.  To determine what container/parent a particular record is associated with (parent / child relationship), refer to the Record Parent or Container Identifier column which contains the Record ID of the Parent Record. 
For a sheet-based approach, the Record Title will be used to define the section title.  One of the assumptions made is that FERC will agree to increase the size of the Record Number field in order to accommodate the traditional complete tariff sheet name used by gas pipelines today.  Currently the field is only 25 alphanumeric and without increasing the size, it would limit or preclude the ability of a Tariff Submitter to continue to use the current naming convention.

The Record Collation Value is used to define the location of the sheet/section within the entire collated tariff.  The Parent Record/Container Identifier is initially used to define the sheet/section location within the Table of Contents.  Once the location within the Table of Contents is defined by the Parent Record/Container Identifier, the Record Collation Value is used to order the sheets/sections within the subsection(s) of the Table of Contents.  This method provides an intuitive, and maintainable, hierarchical structure for both the filers and the FERC.  When initially assigning/defining Record Collation Values, it is vital to establish a numbering increment (the examples in the spreadsheet assumed 25) to provide adequate space between records for the insertion of additional sheets at a later date between the existing sheets/sections.  

In the event there is a need to insert an additional sheet/section between two existing sheets/sections and there are no more numbers between the Record Collation Values, it will be necessary to re-file all subsequent sheets/sections from that record to an available point within the Record Collation Values numbering system chosen.
Overview of Gas Sheets
The Gas baseline example tariff information was developed using the existing Stingray Pipeline Company, L.L.C. Third Revised Volume No. 1, in its entirety. (None of the examples attempt to present a multi-volume tariff.)  In addition, a recent actual Stingray tariff filing (May 1, 2007) was used to demonstrate the changes to the database that a filing would create.

The Gas baseline example tariff assumes the tariff has not been restructured (retaining its current sheet-based format) as a result of electronic eTariff filing.  The next tab shows what the database tariff records (sheets) will be at FERC after Stingray’s May 1, 2007 filing.  The changes are highlighted in yellow.
This filing included revisions to eleven sheets.  For each sheet that was being revised, the Record Identifier, Record Title, Record Collation Value, and the Record Parent Container Identifier did not change.  The following fields did change: Filing Identifier, Record Number, Record Effective Date, and Record Type Change Requested.  The Filing Identifier is generated by the Tariff Submitter when submitting the filing.  The Record Number displays the new sheet name.
The Tariff Filing also included the addition of a new sheet.  The new sheet, “Original Sheet No. 305D”, uses the same Filing Identifier as the rest of the filing.  Note the Record Identifier value is not sequential.  Record Collation Value was chosen to be “5251” which places the new sheet between “First Revised Sheet No. 305C” (Record Identifier = “1210” and Record Collation Value = “5250”) and “Second Revised Sheet No. 306” (Record Identifier = “1211” and Record Collation Value = “5275”).
Overview of Gas Sectional
The tab for the Gas Sectional example provides a hypothetical restructuring of Stingray’s current sheet-based tariff to a section-based tariff.  The last column is a reference to map back to the sheet-based tariff and is provided merely for informational purposes).  The next tab shows what the database tariff records (sections) would be after Stingray’s May 1, 2007 filing.  The changes are highlighted in yellow.
This filing included revisions to four sections.  There were no records added because the sheet that was added in the Gas Sheets Filing example is contained within an existing section.  For each revision the Record Identifier, Record Title, Record Number, Record Collation Value, and the Record Parent Container Identifier did not change.  The following fields did change: Filing Identifier, Record Effective Date, and Record Type Change Requested.

Overview of Electric Combo
The tab for the Electric Combo example provides a hypothetical representation of a section-based OATT and a MBR tariff.  The primary difference between the Gas and Electric section-based approach is that numerous sections are combined into each Record under the Electric example.  It is assumed that the MBR tariff is a self contained tariff (whole document).  

The first filing is a revision to a section in the OATT.  The second filing is the addition of a Rate Schedule (whole document).  For each revision the Record Identifier, Record Number, Record Collation Value, and the Record Parent Container Identifier did not change.  The following fields did change: Filing Identifier, Record Title, Record Effective Date, and Record Type Change Requested.
Conclusions

As mentioned earlier, these spreadsheets were developed using a number of assumptions, which are listed in the footnotes on the various sheets.   In theory, these examples prove that filing a section-based, sheet-based, whole document and/or a combination of these approaches within the FERC-defined model will work. 

As indicated in the spreadsheet models, an individual tariff could be filed using several methods, but once a method is chosen it cannot be changed unless the database is superceded and the entire tariff re-filed.  Certain data fields will have to be used in the same way across all filing entities in order for the FERC database to function as intended.  There may also be a need to add a data element that indicates which method (sheet, section or whole document) is chosen for a filing.  

A technical issues list to discuss with FERC Staff is being created.  Please advise if you find anything that might be in error, or needs clarity, or needs FERC direction.
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