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People involved in the tariff submission process


Set forth on the following pages is a table that describes the people involved in the tariff submission process.  The proposals reflected herein assume the electronic submission of a Tariff Filing through an eTariff Portal, separate and distinct from the current eFiling portal.  
Should it be determined that the Tariff Filings are to be submitted via the eFiling portal, the processing with eFiling will need to be modified to rectify identified problems with the current eFiling system.  Additionally, there will need to be an accommodation for the roles of the people involved in the tariff submission process as set forth in the table below (e.g. currently in eFiling the Signer is also considered to be the Primary Person, whereas in the following table, it is not based on that assumption always being true.)

There are several ongoing problems with the existing eRegistration program.  A contributing factor to the problems is that many of the registered companies have been listed in the system several times and spelled several ways.  Therefore, many users have a continuing problem matching an authorized eRegistered user with an eRegistered company.  

The issue has multiple facets:
1.
Making sure all authorized persons (Filers, Signers, Primary Persons) are eRegistered for all appropriate companies.
2.
Making sure each company is eRegistered only once (spelled according to its legal entity name).  Who will ensure that all regulated entities are eRegistered only once – spelled per their legal entity name – and associated with the correct, FERC assigned company number?

3.
Ensuring the appropriate associations are made at the eRegistration level.  
	Person / Proposed Name

(1)
	Current FERC Data Element
(2)
	Role
(3)
	e-Registered
(4)
	Relevant FERC Reg. and is there a need to change FERC Reg.?
(5)
	Does (and How Does) FERC Ever Contact this Person?
(6)
	eTariff Portal or Data Table
(7)
	What information is needed about this person?
(8)
	Is information about this Person needed?
(9)

	“Filer”

Typically either a regulatory person, an admin. assistant or legal assistant.
	Currently FERC has this as “Point of Contact” but suggest it should be a new data element as Point of Contact is not appropriate adjective.  

	Submits the Tariff Filing Package to FERC via eTariff Portal

Proposal:

Would like the ability to indicate whether to add this person to the official service list.
	Yes
	N/A
	FERC would e-mail this person a confirmation of receipt of the electronic filing, as well as an acceptance for filing with a docket number after validation of the data elements.
	eTariff Portal or Filing Data Table

Proposal: Identified through the login process or in the alternative via the data element(s) in the Filing Data Table 
	E-mail address, as the e-Registration tells FERC all other information, if FERC wants to contact them by manner other than e-mail.
	Yes.  Information is obtained [TBD - via the login process or through minimal data elements (name and e-mail address) in the Filing Data table]

	“Signer(s)”

Typically an attorney, senior regulatory person, or business person.
Can have more than one Signer.
	Currently FERC has “Company Authorizing Person” although FERC also refers to this person as the “Company Authorizer/Signer”


	Signs the Transmittal Letter of Tariff Filing. 

Meets the requirements of applicable regulations.

Should be placed on service list by Office of Secretary.
	Yes
	18 CFR § 154.4(b)(2) (gas); 

18 CFR § 341.3(c)(1) (oil) 

18 CFR § 385.203(a)(10) (electric, oil and gas).

18 CFR § 385.2005(a) (electric, oil and gas)

Proposal (§ 154.4(b)(2) and § 385.203(a)(10) are met by the mere act of signing the letter and thus need not be changed.)
NOPR proposes to replace the current gas and oil requirements and proposes new 18 CFR § 35.7(b) (electric);  18 CFR §154.4(b) (gas); and 18 CFR § 341.3(b)(1)(vii)-(oil)
	Yes.  FERC could contact about the substance of Tariff Filing. 

Proposal:  
Would like the ability to indicate that FERC should also e-mail this person any confirmation of receipt of the electronic filing, as well as an acceptance for filing with a docket number after validation of the data elements. 

	Filing Data Table
	Because person is e-Registered, it would be ideal if FERC could only require the e-mail.  

If the e-mail address is insufficient, the relevant Filing Data Table fields would include Name (First, M. Last), e-mail, .  Industry does not see a need for the title of this person, but would not object to providing.  (Address of person will be on Transmittal Letter.)
	Yes.

	“Primary Person(s)”

May be the Signer or Filer.  Could include outside legal counsel.  

Can have more than one Primary Person
	FERC currently does not have a corresponding person. 

	Gets substantive questions from FERC.

Should be placed on service list by Office of Secretary.
	Yes
	18 CFR §154.7(a)(2) (gas). 

18 CFR §341.2(c)(1) (oil). 

18 CFR §385.203(a)(10) (electric, oil and gas)
	Yes.  FERC would contact about the substance of Tariff Filing.

Proposal:  

Would like the ability to indicate that FERC should also e-mail this person any confirmation of receipt of the electronic filing, as well as an acceptance for filing with a docket number after validation of the data elements.  
	Filing Data Table
	Because person is e-Registered, it would be ideal if FERC could only require the e-mail.

If the e-mail address is insufficient, the relevant Data Table fields would include Name (First, M. Last), e-mail, phone number.  (Address of person will be included in Transmittal Letter.)
	Yes.

	“Additional Communications”

Typically lawyers, business people, regulatory persons.
 (up to three additional)
	none
	To receive communications from parties and FERC.

Should be placed on service list by Office of Secretary.
	Yes, see next column.
	18 CFR § 385.203(b)(3) (electric, oil and gas).

Proposal:  Allow that any person who wants to be on the official service list can be, if they are e-Registered.  (Much like e-Filing today.) 
	Not for purpose of discussing Tariff Filing; FERC sends e-Service to such persons.
	E-Tariff Portal
	E-mail address.

Should be e-Registered.  If someone wants to be on the service list who is not e-registered, name & address must be in Transmittal Letter.  
	Yes, if additional communications personnel are provided..

	“Issuer”

Typically senior management (i.e., officer level) or senior in-house attorney (general counsel).
	none
	Person required by FERC to be named by current regulations as Issuer. 
	No
	18 CFR § 154.102(e)(3) (gas)
18 CFR § 35.9(b)(3) (electric).

Proposal:  
NOPR proposed to remove and reserve all of Sections 35.9 and 154.102
	No.
	
	none
	The industries agree with the FERC Staff that this information is not needed at all.


Notes:

eTariff Portal or Data Table :  This column indicates whether the information is completed in the eTariff Portal during the login stage or is it in the Filing Data Table (and thus pre-packaged as opposed to typed in at the web portal at the moment the filing is made.)  (The data for all these people could be contained in the filing package, including the Filer since they will be creating the package, thus eliminating the need to key in any data on the web portal once the Filer has logged in.)

Technical Questions for FERC:

Is it workable that automatic e-mails are sent to the Signer and Primary Person (in addition to the Filer) with any confirmation of receipt of the electronic filing, as well as an acceptance for filing with a docket number after validation of the data elements? 
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