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Assumptions used as Foundation for eTariff Proposal


Set forth below are the assumptions used in the development of a NAESB WGQ / WEQ electronic tariff filing (eTariff) proposal:
1.
FERC will provide and maintain a web-based portal for the electronic submission of Tariff Filings based on the NAESB WGQ / WEQ proposed Instruction Manual.

2.
After FERC adopts final regulations enabling the electronic submission of Tariff Filings, Tariff Submitters will provide a complete initial electronic copy of each of their existing generally applicable Tariffs (the baseline filing).  Tariff Submitters will be given at least one year after the regulations are adopted in final form and issues raised on rehearing are resolved to provide the initial electronic copies of the existing generally applicable Tariffs, and Tariff Submitters will be allowed to seek additional time for “good cause.”
· For electric utilities, generally applicable Tariffs include:  open access transmission tariffs (OATTs), power sales tariffs, and market-based rate tariffs, and any other documents that currently are designated with tariff volume numbers.
· As applied to gas pipelines, generally applicable Tariffs include their Volume No. 1 tariffs, which reflect generally available services. 
· Oil (to be provided)
3.
Grandfathered Tariffs – in accordance with FERC’s July 6, 2005 Electronic Tariff Filing notice, existing documents not included in the baseline filing, will not be converted and filed using the NAESB WGQ / WEQ electronic tariff filing (eTariff) proposal unless and until such documents are revised.  Such documents include but are not limited to:  
· Electric Utilities – existing Rate Schedules and Non-Conforming Service Agreements;
· Gas Pipelines - special rate schedules or special operating arrangements included in Volume No. 2 tariffs nor any existing negotiated rate or non-conforming service agreements that are not in an electronic format;
· Oil – .(to be provided)
4.
For any new Tariffs, Rate Schedules, and Non-Conforming Service Agreements or amendments submitted after the effective date of the final rule establishing the electronic submission of Tariff Filings, Tariff Filings need to be filed utilizing the NAESB WGQ / WEQ electronic tariff filing proposal.  
5.
Docket Numbers, as appropriate, will be incorporated in to the FERC eTariff Database for view in eLibrary and the FERC Public Viewer.

6.
The baseline tariff filing will not be subject to protests as it relates to language (i.e. the baseline filing does not provide an opportunity for parties to file protests other than on the grounds that the baseline tariff(s) does not accurately reflect the current tariff(s). 
6.
The current regulations and orders (in particular Orders 614, and 582) will be modified in the Final Rule in Docket No., RM01-5, or its successor, to conform with the NAESB WGQ / WEQ electronic tariff filing proposal, including but not limited to such items as pagination, headers, and footers.
7.
The issues set forth in the work paper titled “Issues for FERC to Address in Final Rule” will be adequately addressed keeping in mind the resolution does not conflict with the NAESB WGQ / WEQ proposed Implementation Guide electronic tariff filings. 
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