Metadata Definitions

General Glossary of Terms

	Line
	Term
	Definition

	1
	Company
	An entity required to submit Tariff Filings to the Commission pursuant to Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the Commission.  See definition D-1 for ‘Tariff Submitter’.

	2
	Database
	A compilation of all Tariffs, OATTS, Rate Schedules, certain service agreements, Statement of Conditions, rates, and any other material the Commission requires a Company to file.  A Company must have no more than one Database in effect at any time.  A Database must contain at least one Record.

	3
	Field
	An element of a Record.  A Field will have a defined format, may be required, conditional or optional and may have restricted values.  A Field may contain text or a document (e.g. a .pdf file).

	4
	Record
	A single occurrence (row) in a Database.  A Record may consist of multiple Fields.  

	5
	Tariff Filing or Filing
	A compilation of all document(s) and associated data that is required to be filed by a Tariff Submitter pursuant to Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the Commission.

	6
	Tariff Record
	A sheet, section or complete tariff document filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

	7
	Type of Filing
	The specific Commission defined type of Tariff Filing / Filing as set forth in Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the Commission (e.g. initial, compliance, surcharge, etc.).  The type of filing will dictate the data requirements for the subject filing.


Draft Electronic Tariff Data Elements and Descriptions
Note:
Columns (7) and (8) are provided by NAESB for discussion purposes and will not be retained in the final work product when adopted by NAESB.

Introduction

The following specify the Data Dictionary for electronic tariff filings.  Conceptually, an electronic tariff filing consists of the following items:

· Filing Data - describes the overall filing.

· Filing Attachment Data - supporting documents required by specific Type of Filing.

· Tariff Content Data - the actual tariff "text" or "content" of the Tariff itself with its associated metadata.

Filing Data

This data defines the filing and this data will be provided with each submission.  

	Business Name

(1)
	Element Name

(2)
	Definition of Data Element

(3)
	Field Format

(length)

(4)
	Valid Values

(5)
	Usage 

Responsibility

Conditions 

(6)
	Questions, Comments and Examples

(7)
	FERC Staff Response, if any
(8)

	Company Identifier
	company_id
	A FERC-Designated company identifier code.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.

Assigned by FERC and provided in the filing by the Company.
	
	

	Database Identifier
	database_id
	A unique identifier for the database for the Company as it pertains to the database being modified by the filing.  This can be any value in the allowable range of numbers, but it must be unique for each company database.  A company must have no more than one active database.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.
	
	

	Database Title
	database_title
	The title or name assigned to each company database.  
	Alphanumeric (100) 
	Free form text.
	Required for initial, first-time filings.  After the initial submission, the Database Identifier is used.

Assigned and provided by the Company.
	
	

	Filing Identifier
	filing_id
	A unique identifier for the specific filing for the Company.  
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

This can be any value in the valid range of numbers, but it must be unique across all filings for a specific Company.
	
	

	Filing Title/Description
	filing_title
	The title given to the filing by the filing Company.
	Alphanumeric (80).  
	Free form text.
	Required.

Assigned and provided by the Company.
	
	

	Type of Filing/Filing Reference Code
	filing_type
	The type of Tariff Filing or Filing being made.
	Numeric (10).  
	Refer to http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/etariff/fil-soft-help/etariff-rules-table.pdf for the current list of codes.
	Required.  

When using the component based filing options, chosen on the FERC website from a drop down menu.  Some examples are:

1000 (§ 35.13(a)(2)(iii) - Rate Schedule Changes Other Than Rate Increases/Compliance Filing)

3200 (§342.2(a) - Establishing Initial Rates - Cost of Service option)

When using the ‘Whole Filing’ option, this code is provided by the Company.
	
	

	Point of Contact First Name


	poc_fname
	First name of the person (point of contact person) initiating the submission of the filing on the FERC website.  This person will NOT be on the service list.
	Character (30).  
	Free form text.
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Point of Contact must be e-Registered with FERC.
	
	

	Point of Contact Middle Initial
	poc_midinit
	Middle initial of the person (point of contact person) initiating the submission of the filing on the FERC website.  This person will NOT be on the service list.
	Character (1).  
	Free form text.
	Optional.

Assigned and provided by the Company.  
	
	

	Point of Contact Last Name
	poc_lname
	Last name of the person (point of contact person) initiating the submission of the filing on the FERC website.  This person will NOT be on the service list.
	Character (30).  
	Free form text.
	Required.

Assigned and provided by the Company.  
	
	

	Point of Contact Phone Number


	poc_phone
	The phone number of the person (point of contact person) initiating the submission of the filing on the FERC website.  This person will NOT be on the service list.
	Character (15)
	Numeric Form of 999999999999999
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Point of Contact Phone number must be e-Registered with FERC.

Digits are interpreted as:

(999) 999-9999 x99999
	
	

	Point of Contact email Address


	poc_email
	The email address of the person (point of contact person) initiating the submission of the filing on the FERC website.  This person will NOT be on the service list.  This e-mail address will receive filing validation communication from the FERC.
	Alphanumeric (100).  
	Free form text.
	Required. 

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Point of Contact email address must be eRegistered with FERC.
	
	

	Company Authorizing Person First Name


	auth_fname
	First name of the person authorizing the subject filing pursuant to §154.4 (b) (2) of Title 18 CFR.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (30).  
	Free form text.
	Required.

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Company Authorizing Person must be e-Registered with FERC.  
	
	

	Company Authorizing Person Middle Initial
	auth_midinit
	Middle initial of the person authorizing the subject filing pursuant to §154.4 (b) (2) of Title 18 CFR.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (1).  
	Free form text.
	Optional.

Assigned and provided by the Company.  
	
	

	Company Authorizing Person Last Name
	auth_lname
	Last name of the person authorizing the subject filing pursuant to §154.4 (b) (2) of Title 18 CFR.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (30).  
	Free form text.
	Required.

Assigned and provided by the Company.  
	
	

	Company Authorizing Person Title


	auth_title
	The company title of the person authorizing the subject filing pursuant to §154.4 (b) (2) of Title 18 CFR.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (30)
	
	Required.

The Company Authorizing Person Title must be eRegistered with FERC.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  


	
	

	Company Authorizer/Signer email


	auth_email
	The email address of the person authorizing the subject filing pursuant to §154.4 (b) (2) of Title 18 CFR.  This person will be on the service list.
	Alphanumeric (100).  
	Free form text.
	 Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Company Authorizer/Signer email must be eRegistered with FERC.
	
	

	Additional Communication First Name


	comm_fname_1
comm_fname_2
comm_fname_3
	First name of additional designee(s) for communication for the subject filing.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (30) per entry
	
	Optional.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

The Additional Communication designee(s) must be eRegistered with FERC

May submit up to 3 entries.
	
	

	Additional Communication Middle Initial
	comm_midinit_1
comm_midinit _2
comm_midinit _3
	Middle initial of additional designee(s) for communication for the subject filing.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (1) per entry
	
	Optional.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

May submit up to 3 entries.
	
	

	Additional Communication Last Name
	comm_lname_1
comm_lname_2
comm_lname_3
	Last name of the additional designee(s) for communication for the subject filing.  This person will be on the service list.
	Character (30) per entry
	
	Optional.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

May submit up to 3 entries.
	
	

	Additional Communication Phone Number


	comm_phone_1
comm_phone_2
comm_phone_3
	Phone number of the additional designee(s) for communication for the subject filing.  This person will be on the service list.
	Numeric (15) per entry
	Numeric Form of 999999999999999
	Required for each additional communication designee(s). 

The Additional Communication Phone Number must be e-Registered with FERC.

May submit up to 3 entries.  

Digits are interpreted as:

(999) 999-9999 x99999
	
	

	Additional Communication email


	comm_email_1
comm_email_2
comm_email_3
	Additional designee(s) for communication for the subject filing.  This person will be on the service list.
	Alphanumeric (100) per entry
	Free form text
	Required for each additional communication designee(s). 

The Additional Communication email must be e-Registered with FERC.

May submit up to 3 entries.
	
	

	Associated Filing
	assoc_filing
	The Filing Identifier for the previous filing to which the subject filing pertains (i.e. associated).
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and
2,147,483,648
	Conditional.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

This is not applicable to all filing types.  Where it is used, it must refer to a previous filing, and the value should be that previous filing's "filing_id" value.

An example might be the subject filing is a compliance (or withdrawal) filing and the previous, applicable filing to which it pertains must be identified in this field.  
	
	

	Fee reference code
	fee
	An indication of whether or not any fee is associated with the subject filing.
	
	"Y" or "N"
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company. 

Default value is “N”.  
	
	

	Suspension Motion
	sus_motion
	An indication of whether or not the Tariff Records should automatically go into effect at the end of the applicable suspension period.
	
	"Y" or "N"
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

Default value is “Y”.  If the value is “N”, at the end of the suspension period, a separate filing is required to place the Tariff Records into effect.  
	
	


Filing Attachment Data:

This defines data for each supporting document that is either (1) being provided with the filing or (2) for which a waiver is requested

	Business Name

(1)
	Element Name

(2)
	Definition of Data Element

(3)
	Field Format

(length)

(4)
	Valid Values

(5)
	Usage 

Responsibility

Conditions 

(6)
	Questions, Comments and Examples

(7)
	FERC Staff Answer 

(8)

	Company Identifier
	company_id
	A FERC-Designated Company identifier code.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.

Assigned by FERC and provided in the filing by the Company.
	
	

	Filing Identifier
	filing_id
	A unique identifier for the specific filing for the Company.  
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

This can be any value in the valid range of numbers, but it must be unique across all filings for a specific Company.
	
	

	Attachment Reference Code
	att_ref
	The FERC assigned reference code for each attachment type.  
	Numeric (10)
	Please refer to http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/etariff/fil-soft-help/etariff-rules-table.pdf for the current list of codes.
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

If attachment pertains to a specific document defined for the type of filing, the appropriate document reference code must be used.  If the attachment is an 'additional' or supplemental document that does not pertain to a specific supporting document required by the filing type, and does not already have a specific code assigned to it, the value should be “0”.

Note:  the code is different for each filing type.

When using the component based filing options, the Attachment Reference Code is chosen on the FERC website from a drop down menu.  When using the ‘Whole Filing’ option, this code is provided by the Company.
	 
	 






	Waiver Requested
	waive_req
	An indication of whether or not the filing Company is requesting a waiver for submission of the document specified by the Attachment Reference Code.
	Character (1)
	"Y" - waiver is requested

"N" or " " - waiver not requested
	Conditional on whether the Attachment Reference Code allows for a waiver of the attachment.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

For each document that is requested to be waived, the attachment reference code (above) is provided, and a value of "Y" is entered here.  If an actual document is being provided, this value should be "N" or left empty 
(i.e.  “ “). 
	 
	

	Supporting Document
	doc_raw_data
	This is the actual document 'content'.  
	Binary (10 MB)

(see questions)
	Actual document data.
	Required if document is not waived.  

Provided by the Company.  


	
	

	Supporting Document File Name
	doc_filename
	The file name assigned by the Tariff Submitter of the Supporting Document being attached.  
	Alphanumeric (64).  
	Free form text.
	Required if document is not waived. 

Assigned and provided by the Company.

This file name will be used to identify the document and the extension will be used for retrieval purposes.  

If a document is being attached a valid file name must be entered in this field.  Valid file names cannot include special characters such as: ? / * \ " ' > <


	 
	

	Document Security Level
	doc_sec_lvl
	The level of security requested for the specific attached document corresponding to the applicable Attachment Reference Code.
	Character (1)
	"P" - public

"B" - public non-Internet

"M" - privileged

"X" - Critical Energy Infrastructure

"W" – used only if waiver is requested for the attachment
	Required.

Assigned and provided by the Company.


	
	 


Tariff Content Data

This provides the data for each Tariff Record of a Tariff document that is being submitted for filing.

	Business Name

(1)
	Element Name

(2)
	Definition of Data Element

(3)
	Field Format

(length)

(4)
	Valid Values

(5)
	Usage 

Responsibility

Conditions 

(6)
	Questions, Comments and Examples

(7)
	FERC Staff Answer 

(8)

	Company Identifier
	company_id
	A FERC-Designated company identifier code.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.

Assigned by FERC and provided in the filing by the Company.
	
	

	Filing Identifier
	filing_id
	A unique identifier for the specific filing for the Company.  
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned and provided by the Company.  

This can be any value in the valid range of numbers, but it must be unique across all filings for a specific Company.
	
	

	Option Designation
	filing_opt
	An identifier that designates the alternative Tariff Record option being submitted. 
	Character (1)
	"A" thru "Z" allowed.
	Required. 

Provided by the Company.

Default (no options are provided) is “A”.  Options must increment through alphabet, i.e. a filing cannot have an "A" and a "C" option without also having a "B" option.
	
	

	Database Identifier
	database_id
	A unique identifier for the database for the Company as it pertains to the database being modified by the filing.  This can be any value in the allowable range of numbers, but it must be unique for each company database.  A company must have no more than one active database.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned by the Company.  
	
	

	Record Identifier
	record_id
	An identifier for the Tariff Record within a given database that will not change as a result of revisions to the content of the Tariff Record (with same or different effective dates).  No two different Tariff Records in the same database may have the same Record Identifier.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and 2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned by the Company.  

Each Tariff Record in the tariff has an associated Record Identifier number that does not change with each revision within a given database.  To differentiate revisions to the Tariff Record, the user must rely upon the effective date and Record Effective Priority Order.  The Record Identifier is not used for collation and does not have to be sequential.  The Company determines the level of granularity of the record.
	
	

	Record Title
	record_title
	The name of the Tariff Record contents.  When the Company database is assembled, this would be printed at the beginning of the record.
	Alphanumeric (254).  
	Free form text.
	Optional.  

Assigned by the Company.  
	
	

	Record Number
	record_num
	Textual identifier of the Tariff Record.  When the Company database is assembled, this would be printed at the beginning of the content.
	Alphanumeric (50).  
	Free form text.
	Required.  

Assigned by the Company. 

Indicates how you would like this section to show up in the Table of Contents.
	
	

	Record Collation Value
	record_sort
	When the Company database is reassembled, this value will determine the sort order in which things are merged.
	Alphanumeric (25).  
	Free form text.
	Required.

Assigned by the Company.
	
	

	Record Parent Identifier
	record_parent
	The Record Identifier for the higher-level part of the tariff with which this Tariff Record belongs.  The value provided must be a valid Record Identifier of another Tariff Record.
	Numeric (10)
	If the Tariff Submitter chooses not to use the functionality of this field, they must still populate the field with “0”.  

Otherwise, the value must be a valid Record Identifier 
	Required. 

Assigned by the Company.  

May be used to identify the Volume number of the Tariff for which this Tariff Record applies. 

Sheet based tariffs can use this to identify different volumes, i.e., First Revised Volume No. 1, Original Volume No. 2, Second Revised Volume No. 1.

When a section based tariff approach is used, may be used to identify the section to which the Tariff Record is a subpart (i.e. the next level up).
	
	

	Record Effective Date
	eff_date
	The proposed effective date for the specified content.
	Date (10)
	Valid Date values.
	Required. 

Assigned by the Company.
	
	

	Record Effective Priority Order
	apply_order
	An indicator that directs which of multiple changes of a given Tariff Record (the same Record Identifier) proposed to go into effect on the same day, will take precedence, i.e. the Tariff Record with the highest numeric  value will supersede any other Tariff Records with the same Record Identifier also proposed to be effective for that day.
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and
2,147,483,648
	Required.  

Assigned by the Company.  

Default value is ‘1’.  The value must be unique for a specific Tariff Record for a specific effective date.

When the current tariff is assembled for a particular effective date and there are multiple Tariff Records with the same Record Identifier and the same effective date, the approved Tariff Record for that effective date with the highest priority number will be the effective Tariff Record.
	
	

	Record Raw Data
	record_data
	The actual Tariff Record 'content’.  This Record Raw Data would apply to sheet, section or total tariff depending on what granularity the filing Company has chosen.
	Binary?? (10 MB)

See questions
	Actual content data.


	Required.  

Provided by the Company.

Tariff Submitter will submit in the Valid Data Format of <TBD>.


	
	

	Record Plain Text
	record_text
	The plain text version of the content of the Record Raw Data.  Formatting and other binary values are stripped from this content.  
	Alphanumeric (10 MB).  
	Free form text.
	Required. 

Submitted by the Company.


	
	

	Record Change Type
	record_change
	A description of  the type of change being requested. 
	Character (15)
	see instruction manual
	Required.

Assigned by the Company.

The instruction manual should include a list of the valid Record Change Types.
	
	

	Associated Filing
	assoc_filing
	The previous filing to which the subject filing pertains (i.e. associated).

Note that this is used in conjunction with the "assoc_ record_id" value and the "assoc_option" (below).
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and
2,147,483,648
	Conditional.  

Assigned by the Company.

This is not applicable to all filing types.  Where it is used, it must refer to a previous filing, and the value should be that previous filing's "filing_id" value.

An example might be that the subject filing is a compliance (or withdrawal) filing and the previous, applicable filing to which it pertains must be identified in this field.  
	
	

	Associated Record Identifier
	assoc_record_id
	This is used to associate the specific content with a previous filed content item. For example, withdrawal filings must identify the content being requested to be withdrawn.

Note that this is used in conjunction with the "assoc_filing" value (above) and the "assoc_option" (below).
	Numeric (10)
	Any number  between 1 and
2,147,483,648
	Conditional.  

Assigned by the Company.

This is not applicable to all filing types. Where it is used, it must refer to a Record ID in previous filing, and the value here should be that data's 
" record_id" value.
	
	

	Associated Option Designation
	assoc_option
	An identifier that designates the alternative associated record option being submitted. 

Note that this is used in conjunction with the "assoc_filing" value and the "assoc_ record_id" (above).
	Character (1)
	"A" thru "Z"
	Conditional – required only when an associated filing is identified.  

Assigned by the Company.

Where it is used, it must refer to correct Option Designation in a previous filing, and the value should be that previous data's "filing_opt" value.
	
	

	Alternative Record Number
	alt_sec_num
	
	
	
	This element added by FERC on its example.
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