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Summary of Proposal 


Introduction: 

The purpose of this document is to summarize the Pipeline Segment’s proposal in regard to an electronic tariff filing process utilizing a web portal.  This proposal is based on the cumulative information provided by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Staff (FERC Staff) as well as several of the concepts discussed in the North American Energy Standards Board (NAESB) eTariff process.  

It has been the goal of the Pipeline Segment’s endeavors to make the entire electronic tariff filing process as flexible as possible to accommodate the widely varied needs of all industries, all segments and all users regardless of the size or nature of their tariffs or the size of their companies.  Further discussion of technical details for a web portal will be required to insure that all needs can be met by the proposal.

Philosophy: 

The Pipelines believe the goal for the NAESB electronic tariff filing effort should focus on creating minimal standards and common processes, as well as assisting the FERC Staff in the development of an instruction manual for communicating tariff information to the Commission via a web portal.

The Pipeline Segment believes that only five definitions and four standards are necessary:

D1
Tariff Submitter is the term used to describe any entity that is required to submit Tariff Filings pursuant to Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the Commission.

D2
Tariff Filing is the term used to describe a compilation of all document(s) and associated data that is required to be filed by a Tariff Submitter pursuant to Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the Commission.  

D3
Tariff Record is the term used to describe a sheet, section or complete tariff document filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

D4
Whole Document Format is the term used to describe an entire tariff submitted as a single Tariff Record within the Commission-defined constraints.

D5
Sheet-based/Section-based Format is the term used to describe a Tariff Record that is submitted in logically divided portions within the Commission-defined constraints.
S1
A Tariff Submitter should upload a Tariff Filing or components of a Tariff Filing and corresponding revisions pursuant to the requirements as set forth in Title 18  Code of Federal Regulations Part [?], Section [?].  (Reference Order Number [?] Docket No. RM01-5-000 issued [date], "Appendix [?], Instruction Manual for Electronic Tariff Filing" issued pursuant to the above referenced order).

[Note: This proposed standard is modeled after NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.16 regarding the display and download of the Index of Customers from a TSP’s Informational Postings website and further directs the TSP to utilize the file format set forth in the FERC’s instruction manual.]

S2
A Tariff Submitter should submit electronic Tariff Records either in a Whole Document Format or in Sheet-based/Section-based Format.

S3
A Tariff Submitter should submit a complete copy of the Tariff Filing in a pdf format for inclusion in eLibrary on the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s Web site.

S4
In the event of a hardware/software failure that prevents the submission of a Tariff Filing or components of a Tariff Filing, a Tariff Submitter should follow the procedures defined in the [instruction manual]. 

As outlined below, the attached proposal should be viewed as a framework for a comprehensive solution for electronic tariff filings via a web portal that will be utilized by all of the affected energy industries.  The proposed Instruction Manual, “Pipeline Segment WP 3 of 3”, is a draft that should be used to form the basis of either an Electronic Tariff Filing Instruction Manual to be included in the Commission order in Docket No. RM01-5-000 or a NAESB Implementation Guide.  

Summary of Instruction Manual: 

The instruction manual contains all the necessary information that a non-technical user will need to make an electronic tariff filing utilizing a web portal.

· Table of Contents


· Introduction


· Electronic Tariff Filing Process Flow Diagram 
This is a graphic representation of the proposed method of data delivery via the web portal.  As delineated on the diagram, this proposal provides the following three options for packaging tariff data, thereby allowing more flexibility.

· Whole Filing Package Option – the entire filing; tariff documents (whether Whole Document Format or Sheet-based/Section-based Format) and the related attachments (e.g. transmittal letter, form of notice, marked tariff, etc.), and all necessary metadata would be contained in one package in a single upload.  
· Individual Component Based Option – Tariff Submitter will enter all required metadata individually and upload each component of the filing.

· Component Based Option with Bundled Tariff Content – 

Each attachment (e.g. transmittal letter, form of notice, marked tariff, etc.) is uploaded individually along with its metadata, like the Individual Component Based Option.  The bundled tariff content (whether Whole Document Format or Sheet-based/Section-based Format) and the corresponding metadata for each tariff record in the bundled package are uploaded as a single package similar to the Whole Filing Package Option. 

The Company will be notified by email as to the status of its submissions.  Additionally, the proposal provides for the ability to submit a pdf copy of the entire tariff filing as an attachment for posting in eLibrary.

· Example of a Tariff Filing through a Web Portal

A mock up of what the various web pages and menus for an electronic tariff filing might look like through a Web Portal (Pipeline Work Paper 3 of 5 – Example eTariff Filing Portal posted for the April 26, 2007 meeting - http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/etariff042607w13.pdf).

· Explanation of Business Process
Once the overall business requirements for a web portal have been established, this section will contain a narrative description of the applicability and process that matches the diagram and the examples contained in the manual.

· Web Portal Mechanism

Once the overall business requirements for a web portal have been established, this section will contain the technical aspects of ‘how’ to submit the filing such as valid formats, error handling, page set up – margins, characters per line, etc.

· Glossary of Terms

A restatement of the glossary provided in the FERC work papers with additional definitions and clarifications.

· Data Tables:

A comprehensive list of data elements needed by FERC to populate its database which is based on the FERC STAFF PROPOSED eTARIFF FRAMEWORK work paper posted for the March 13, 2007 NAESB meeting (http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/etariff031307w2.pdf ).  This document reflects proposed edits to facilitate understanding of the data elements and their functions.  
· Filing Data – Data elements that describe the overall filing such as Company Identifier.
· Filing Attachment Data – Data elements that describe each attachment.

· Tariff Content Data – Data elements that describe the actual tariff "text" or "content".
· Reference Tables:

This section includes reference tables that will be supplied by FERC including the filing requirements, codes, and formats.  Other tables may need to be added as the technical requirements are further delineated.

· Filing Types, their related Codes and required Attachments

· List of Attachments that can be waived for each Filing Type

· Cross Reference of Filing Types to Attachment Type Code 

· Attachment Reference Codes 

NOTE: The information for the above four reference tables is currently contained in the draft reference code table (Work Paper 4 of 5 posted for the April 26, 2007 NAESB meeting - http://www.naesb.org/pdf2/etariff042607w14.xls ), which is a restatement of the eTariff Filing Rules Listing as published on the FERC website.  

· Special Characters that are not valid for the Supporting Document File Name 

· Record Change Type 

· Acceptable File Formats

(excerpt from the NOTICE OF GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION OF CDs, DVDs, AND OTHER ELECTRONIC MEDIA issued by FERC on April 12, 2007 provided as an example.)
NOTE: The information for the above three reference tables has yet to be developed but will need to be included in an Instruction Manual. 

