Proposed NAESB Standard for Electronic Filing of 
Tariffs, Rate Schedules, and Non-Conforming Service Agreements at FERC
1. Definitions

· Filing Entity – A company, ISO, RTO, or other entity that is required to file a Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement at FERC under FERC’s regulations and orders.

· ISO – An Independent System Operator that manages electric transmission systems.

· RTO – A Regional Transmission Organization that manages electric transmission systems.

· FERC – The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

· Tariff – A document designated as a tariff that typically sets out general terms of service to customers, usually designated as “Volume No. X” by FERC.

· Rate Schedule – A document designated as a rate schedule that is not associated with a Tariff and sets out rates, terms, and conditions for service to a particular customer, usually in the form of a bilateral agreement.

· Non-Conforming Service Agreement – A service agreement under a FERC-approved Tariff that changes some of the terms of service within the Tariff or differs from the standard service agreement of the Tariff.

· Filing – A Tariff, Rate Schedule, Non-Conforming Service Agreement, or amendment to one of these documents, together with all supporting documents, which may include a transmittal letter, cost justification, notice of filing, and for amendments a redline showing the proposed changes.

· E-Library Data Base – FERC’s current repository of most filings, or its successor.
· E-Filing Software – FERC’s current software for filings to the E-Library Data Base, or its successor.
· E-Tariff Data Base – FERC’s proposed new data base for the Raw Text of Tariffs, Rate Schedules, Non-Conforming Service Agreements, and amendments to these documents, together with associated meta data, for use by FERC and the public.
· Raw Text – An .html or .xml copy of unformatted text extracted from a Tariff, Rate Schedule, Non-Conforming Service Agreement, or amendment to one of these documents, to populate the E-Tariff Data Base.
2. Applicability, Purpose

This standard defines the process for a Filing Entity to use in submitting a Filing electronically to FERC.  FERC will maintain a copy of each Filing in its E-Library Data Base.  In addition, FERC may populate a searchable new E-Tariff Data Base with the Raw Text of Tariffs, Rate Schedules, Non-Conforming Service Agreements, and amendments to such documents that are filed, and if so will extract the Raw Text from the documents after they are filed.  FERC also may include in the E-Tariff Data Base other information it draws from each Filing.  This standard will apply to Filings prospectively, in accordance with the next section.  This standard itself is not required to be included in any Tariff, Rate Schedule, Non-Conforming Service Agreement, or Filing.

3. Existing Documents, Future Filings

After FERC adopts final regulations enabling the electronic submission of Filings, Filing Entities will provide a complete initial electronic copy of each of their existing generally applicable Tariffs.  Filing Entities will have at least one year after the regulations are adopted in final form and issues raised on rehearing are resolved to provide the initial electronic copies of the existing Tariffs, and Filing Entities may seek additional time for “good cause.”

Filing Entities will not be required to provide electronic copies of their existing Rate Schedules and Non-Conforming Service Agreements unless and until an existing such document is later amended.  However, individual Filing Entities may elect to provide electronic copies of such documents prior to being amended.  

When an existing Rate Schedule or Non-Conforming Service Agreements is amended, if the document is not available in a word searchable electronic format, the document may be submitted as a “scanned” .pdf file for inclusion in the E-Library Data Base, but the portions being amended must be submitted in a searchable electronic format.

All new Tariffs, Rate Schedules, and Non-Conforming Service Agreements submitted after FERC adopts final regulations enabling the electronic submission of Filings must be filed electronically, in accordance with this standard.

4. Filing Options

A Filing Entity shall select one of the following two options for each Filing.  There shall be no page limit or frequency-of-modification limit on use of either option.

a. Entire Document Option

When a Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement is initially submitted electronically to FERC, the Filing Entity is to submit a complete, conformed copy of the document.  When such a document is later amended, the Filing Entity is to submit a redline showing the text being amended, and either at the same time or if FERC  amends its regulations to permit this within 60 days after FERC acts on the proposed amendments is to file a complete copy of the Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement reflecting the amendments.  The Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement and any other documents contained in a Filing can be in any of the word processing formats (including .pdf) accepted by the FERC’s E-Filing Software.

b. Sheet-Based Option

Alternatively, the Filing Entity can submit a Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement to FERC in the form of “sheets,” with each sheet consisting of individual pages, individual sections, groups of pages or sections, or other logical subdivisions of the document.  The Filing Entity is to divide each such Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement into sheets as it sees fit, taking into account such factors as the nature, size, and organization of the document, shared rights (such as Federal Power Act section 205 rights), and portions most likely to be amended over time.  Again, when a Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement is first submitted electronically to FERC, the Filing Entity is to submit a complete copy of the document, in sheet-format.  When such a document is later amended, the Filing Entity is to submit the sheets being amended, and FERC will indicate the status of each sheet (e.g. pending, accepted).  The sheets and any other documents contained in a Filing can be in any of the word processing formats (including .pdf) accepted by FERC’s e-Filing Software.  

5. Filing Mechanism

FERC will maintain a simple, easy-to-use internet web-based portal for each Filing Entity to use in submitting each Filing to FERC.  The Filing Entity will be required to provide only the following meta data as part of each filing:  

· Filing Entity name and contact information;

· Relevant industry (i.e. electric, gas, oil); 

· Unique name of the Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement being submitted or amended (e.g. Tariff number X, Rate Schedule Number Y, Service Agreement Number Z);

· Docket number, if the Filing is being made in an existing docket;

· Whether the Filing contains an existing Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement being submitted for the first time, a new such document, or an amendment to an existing such document;

· Associated other Tariffs, Rates Schedules, and Non-Conforming Service Agreements, if any; 

· For the sheet-based option, the portion or portions of the Tariff, Rate Schedule, or Non-Conforming Service Agreement being amended; and 

· The proposed effective date or dates of any new Tariff, Rate Schedule, Non-Conforming Service Agreement, or amendment being filed.  

FERC will design the web portal so as to allow meta data to be completed in advance of a filing and to allow use of pull-down screens and other features necessary to simplify and speed the filing process.  FERC itself will supply any additional meta data it deems necessary to include in its E-Library Data Base or its E-Tariff Data Base for each Filing, including the status of the Filing (e.g. pending, accepted) and the ultimate effective date granted by FERC.

Filing Entities that share filing rights for certain sections of individual Tariffs, Rate Schedules, and Non-Conforming Service Agreements – such as RTOs or ISOs and their members sharing Federal Power Act section 205 rights as to a given Tariff – will determine how best to handle filing of the documents and amendments to the documents consistent with the applicable allocation of rights.  FERC’s electronic filing regulations and mechanism shall provide the necessary flexibility to implement these determinations.
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