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LDC Segment eTariff Standards Development Objectives

1) In addition to the format required by the Commission, all sheet based eTariff filings should be submitted in text-searchable PDF format, for both clean and redline versions.  Items that do not lend themselves to text format, i.e. maps, would not need to be text-searchable, but only for the sheet on which the map is displayed, and would still be in PDF format.  As an option, pipelines should be allowed to file original Excel spreadsheets (in addition to the PDF version of the same spreadsheet) for the sections of their tariff that contain the rates charged to their customers.

2) For filing purposes, an interstate pipeline’s tariff should be divided into “eSections” corresponding to individual rate schedules, current sections with the General Terms & Conditions and other logical groupings, e.g. maps, rates, cover page/table of contents & preliminary statement.

3) When a pipeline submits a sheet based filing, the meta data should identify the eSection to which the sheet belongs.  The meta data related to eSection should include the version number of that eSection that is being filed – similar to current practice where a pipeline indicates, e.g. “Fourth Revised Sheet 174” to indicate that there are three prior versions of Sheet 174.

4)  eTariff End-User
 Suggestions
.


a)  The web-site should permit an end-user to download and/or print multiple “eSections” with a single request, e.g. via checkboxes for each eSection that the user would like to download/print.


b)  The web-site should permit an end-user to download and/or print the entire tariff currently in effect with a single click, e.g. printing all of the eSections that make up the tariff.


c)  The web-site should permit an end-user to download and/or print just the currently effective rates contained in the tariff.


d)  A subscription feature should allow end-users to automatically be emailed both proposed and filed tariff sheets for particular pipelines.


e)  eTariff End-Users should be able to download and/or print prior versions of an eSection.


f)  eTariff End-Users should be able to download and/or print Excel spreadsheets that are  filed by the pipelines for their rate sections.

� eTariff End-Users are not necessarily End-Users in the NAESB segment sense but more broadly, all those parties that would rely upon the ultimate eTariff implementation to analyze proposed tariff changes.


� These eTariff End-User suggestions may not lend themselves to NAESB standards at this time, however, data submission standards and formats developed by NAESB should not make these suggestions technically infeasible.





