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Pipeline Segment comments as of 4/12/07
Introduction: 
The NAESB effort to assist in the development of electronic filing parameters for parties submitting tariff and related documents to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (Commission) appears to be more of a requirement to develop a repository for filing instructions rather than an initiative that should attempt to develop specific business practice standards.  The requirement to file tariff materials is dictated by the regulations established by the Commission.  The NAESB effort should focus on creating some common processes that can be used by the energy industry to comply with those Commission regulations rather than the more traditional NAESB goal of establishing specific business practice standards that create processes to implement Commission policy.  Existing NAESB WGQ standards support communications between a Transportation Service Provider (TSP) and its customers, marketers, and interconnected operators.  The tariff establishes the relationship between the TSP and this same group of parties and not its relationship with the Commission.  The relationship between the Commission and the TSP is defined by the regulations.  Finally, the Commission generally adopts NAESB standards and requires those standards to be incorporated into TSP tariffs.  The Commission's instructions on how to electronically submit tariff filings should not be in pipeline tariffs, which govern the services provided by the pipeline.  Therefore, the pipelines believe the goal for the NAESB electronic tariff filing effort should be to assist the Commission in the development of an instruction manual for communicating tariff information to the Commission rather than the development of traditional NAESB business practice standards.  This instruction manual will contain such information as the data tables, code values tables, etc. 
The pipeline segment believes that only one definition and one standard are necessary:

D1
A Tariff Submitter is an entity that is required to submit tariff filings pursuant to Title 18 Code of Federal Regulations.
S1
A Tariff Submitter should submit its tariff and corresponding revisions pursuant to the requirements as set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations Part [?], Section [?].  (Reference Order Number [?] Docket No. RM01-5-000 issued [date], "Appendix [?], Instruction Manual for Electronic Tariff Filing" issued pursuant to the above referenced order).
[Note: This proposed standard is modeled after NAESB WGQ Standard 4.3.16 regarding the display and download of the Index of Customers from a TSP’s Informational Postings website and further directs the TSP to utilize the file format set forth in the FERC’s instruction manual.]
Sappenfield Proposed Standards 

x.1
Transmission Service Provider (“TSP”) shall mean company regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) required to submit Tariff Filings pursuant to Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by FERC. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:
No NAESB standard necessary – see Pipeline Segment Proposed D1 above.

x.1alternative 

Transmission Provider (“TP”) shall mean (1) any public utility that owns, operates or controls facilities used for the transmission of electric energy in interstate commerce pursuant to Part 35; (2) any interstate natural gas pipeline that transports gas for others pursuant to Part 157 or 284, (3) any intrastate pipeline, local distribution company or Hinshaw pipeline that transports gas for other pursuant to Part 284, or (4) any oil pipeline that transport oil or natural gas liquids for other pursuant to Part 341.

Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – see Pipeline Segment Proposed D1 above.

x.2
Data Base shall mean compilation of all tariffs, Tariffs, OATTS, Rate Schedules, certain service agreements, Statement of Conditions, rates and any other material the FERC requires to be filed in a data base format.
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.

x.3
Each TSP or TP shall have no more than one active Data Base. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.4
A Field shall have defined formats and restricted values. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.5
A Field may be mandatory or discretionary. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.6
A Field is an element of a Record
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.7
A single Record of a Data Base will consist of multiple Fields. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.8
A Record may contain a Field that is either plain text or a document (e.g. PDF File). 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.9
A Data Base shall have at least one Record. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.10
A Tariff Filing should consist of a TSP/TP filing made pursuant to Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the FERC. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

See Pipeline Segment Proposed Standard S1.
x.11
A Tariff Filing should include all components, as applicable: 
a.
Transmittal Letter
b.
Notice
c.
supporting documents
d.
required Records of tariffs
e.
Tariffs
f.
OATTS
g.
Rates Schedules
h.
service agreements
i.
Statement of Conditions
j.
rates
k.
any other material the FERC requires to be filed in a Data Base format. 

Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.12
Type of Filing shall mean the specific FERC defined Tariff Filing that may be filed by a TSP/TP pursuant to Parts 35, 154, 284, 341 or other Parts as required by the FERC. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.13
TSPs/TPs will have two options to make Tariff Filings, either (1) Entire Document Option or (2) Sheet Option. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.14
Entire Document Option means that TSP/TP submits its Tariff Filing as a single Data Base Record (e.g. one of the Record Fields includes a PDF File.) 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.15
When a TSP/TP selects the Entire Document Option, for all future revisions, the TSP/TP shall file the entire Tariff Filing as a single Data Base Record that includes all revisions. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.16
Sheet Option means that TSP/TP submits each sheet as individual Data Base Record (e.g. one of the Record Fields includes a sheet as a PDF File.
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.1517
When a TSP/TP selects the Sheet Option, for all future revisions, the TSP/TP shall only file the sheet(s) that contain revisions. 
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.1618
When .pdf formats are use for content in Record Fields, such pdf formats shall include the following functionality:
a.
word search
b.
headers to activate Adobe automatic Table of Contents generator
c.
……
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.1719
A Tariff Filing shall include the following information for each Record Field submitted by as TSP/TP: 

a.
TSP/TP identifier
b.
Data Base identifier
c.
Data Base title
d.
Filing identifier
e.
Filing title
f.
Type of Filing
g.
TSP/TP Contact Name (First, Middle and Last)
h.
TSP/TP Contact email address
i.
TSP/TP Authorizing Person Name (First, Middle and Last)
j.
TSP/TP Authorizing Person email address
k.
Associated Filings, if any.  Associated filings are used to identify prior filings related to this filing (eg compliance filings and withdrawal filings shall identify the previous, applicable filing that they impact.) 

Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.1720
An Entire Document or Sheet that is part of a Tariff Filing shall include the following information: 
a.
TSP/TP identifier
b.
Filing identifier
c.
Option Description
d.
Data Base identifier
e.
Record identifier
f.
Record title
g.
Record number
h.
Record collation value
i.
Record Parent or Container identifier
j
Record effective date
k.
Record effective priority order
l.
Record raw data
m.
Record plain text
n.
Record type change request
o.
Associate Filing
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
x.1821
All supporting documents submitted with a Tariff Filing shall include the following information: 
a.
TSP/TP identifier
b.
Filing identifier
c.
Attachment Reference Code
d.
Waiver requested
e.
Supporting document
f.
Supporting document filename
g.
Document Security Level
h.
Associated Record identifier
i.
Associated Option designation
Pipeline Segment Comments:

No NAESB standard necessary – This information is more suitable for inclusion in the FERC order in RM01-5-000 and/or the FERC instruction manual for electronic submission of tariff filings.
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