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ACEEE “RATES THE STATES” IN THE NEW ENERGY EFFICIENCY SCORECARD

________________________________

For further information, contact:

Bill Prindle <mailto:bprindle@aceee.org> , 202-429-8873 x710 Maggie Eldridge <mailto:meldridge@aceee.org> , 202-429-8873 x728 Bill Bronrott, 301-896-0003 

________________________________

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

June 5 , 2007 

Washington, D.C. -- The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) today released a comprehensive ranking of state-level energy efficiency policies. The State Energy Efficiency Scorecard for 2006 graded each state and the District of Columbia on actions they have taken in the race to adopt energy efficiency policies, programs, and technologies.

Past versions of the ACEEE Scorecard have ranked states on utility-sector energy efficiency spending; however, this report is a new and expanded effort to rank states on a broad array of policy initiatives, including appliance and equipment standards, building energy codes, transportation and land use policies, and other policy innovations that are increasing U.S. energy security while sustaining economic prosperity and protecting the environment.

According to the report, Vermont, Connecticut, and California lead the nation in energy efficiency policy, all tying for the top spot. Rounding out the top ten are Massachusetts, Oregon, Washington, New York, and New Jersey in spots four through eight, respectively, and Rhode Island and Minnesota tying for ninth.

“States are leading the nation in mining efficiency as the ‘first fuel’ in the race to solve America’s energy security and global warming challenges,” said ACEEE Acting Executive Director Bill Prindle, and co-author of the Scorecard. “Unless we accelerate the pace of efficiency investment, no clean energy strategy will work.” 

The new report was issued as Congress takes up pending federal energy legislation this month, which is viewed as “a crucial opportunity to adopt energy efficiency policies proven in these top-ranking states to help address perhaps the preeminent public policy concern of our day,” said Maggie Eldridge, ACEEE Policy Program Research Assistant who also co-authored the report.

To recognize leadership among the states and identify best practices, ACEEE (www.aceee.org <http://www.aceee.org/> ) developed The State Energy Efficiency Scorecard for 2006 as a comprehensive ranking of state energy efficiency policies.  “This report puts the spotlight on the best and least performing states, but it also highlights the critical need for sweeping federal action to apply best energy efficiency practices and policies nationwide,” Prindle said. “Only until federal, state and local governments join forces to put their collective arms around this enormous problem will we see uniform progress” on: 

*
Fuel economy standards for vehicles 

*
Energy efficiency resource standards for utilities 

*
Appliance efficiency standards 

*
Building energy codes 

*
Combined heat and power (CHP) technologies 

*
Smart growth and public transportation policies 

*
Tax incentives for efficient technologies 

*
Energy efficiency in public buildings and fleets 

“Congress is considering provisions on all of these fronts,” Prindle pointed out.  “The message that comes from the states’ patchwork approach to energy efficiency standards and practices is that the time is long overdue for the federal government and the nation to get moving to close the gaps in our nation’s energy policy through which our energy security and our efforts to curb global warming are undermined.”

“The top-ten states earn the highest scores due to their records of spending on energy efficiency programs, building codes and appliances standards, and other programs that work to increase investment in energy efficiency,” commented Eldridge.  “The next fifteen states that trail behind the top ten all have policies to increase efficiency in state-owned facilities, and most are committing funds to energy efficiency programs plus adopting codes and standards.   The bottom twenty-six states, however, seriously lag behind the rest,” Eldridge said. “We hope that highlighting the leaders in our Scorecard will encourage the laggards to catch up with the front runners as if our lives depended on it – because it does.”

The report, The State Energy Efficiency Scorecard for 2006, is available for free download at www.aceee.org/pubs/e075.htm or a hard copy can be purchased for $35 plus $5 postage and handling from ACEEE Publications, 1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 801, Washington, D.C. 20036-5525, phone: 202-429-0063, fax: 202-429-0193, e-mail: aceee_publications@aceee.org.

For more information, check out other related ACEEE reports.

*
Energy Efficiency and Resource Standards: Experience and Recommendations: www.aceee.org/pubs/e063.htm 

*
The Twin Pillars of Sustainable Energy: Synergies between Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Technology and Policy: www.aceee.org/pubs/e074.htm 

*
Examining the Peak Demand Impacts of Energy Efficiency: A Review of Program Experience and Industry Practices: www.aceee.org/pubs/u071.htm 

*
Potential for Energy Efficiency, Demand Response, and Onsite Renewable Energy to Meet Texas's Growing Electricity Needs: www.aceee.org/pubs/e073.htm 

E066


Transforming Markets by Combining Federal Tax Credits with Complementary Incentives <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=417&CategoryID=7>  

U054


ACEEE's 3rd National Scorecard on Utility and Public Benefits Energy Efficiency Programs: A National Review and Update of State-Level Activity <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=405&CategoryID=7>  


$


16.00


U053


Meeting Essential Needs: The Results of a National Search for Exemplary Utility-Funded Low-Income Energy Efficiency Programs <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=398&CategoryID=7>  


$


55.00


U052


Exploring the Relationship Between Demand Response and Energy Efficiency: A Review of Experience and Discussion of Key Issues <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=389&CategoryID=7>  

U042


Five Years In: An Examination of the First Half-Decade of Public Benefits Energy Efficiency Policies (full report with summary table plus 162 pp. appendices) <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=377&CategoryID=7>  


$


65.00


U041


Five Years In: An Examination of the First Half-Decade of Public Benefits Energy Efficiency Policies (main report only: 43 pp. plus summary table) <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=376&CategoryID=7>  

U032


America's Best: Profiles of America's Leading Energy Efficiency Programs <http://www.aceee.org/store/proddetail.cfm?CFID=2654784&CFTOKEN=73535520&ItemID=357&CategoryID=7>  

