Overview of XML

El ectronlc bua ness transa:tlons amengst— between trading partners are often complex
datal ntenSI ve communications that are usuauy costly to establ ish and maintai n—By

XM L tooI mlght help to overcome some of these probl ems. Some of the potenti al
benefits of using XML include:

0 XMl'seaseof development Aallows smal-and-medium-sized-participants users

to maintain flexibility while interacting with a wide range of trading partners as a
result of its ease of development and mai ntenance

eLpaPsngend—vattdatten-Aallows devel opers to qU|ckIy adapt to changes in the
industry as a result of its simple parsing structure.

1 XMbLisdesigned-foruseonthe lnternetaAllows ing Trading Parthersto
miatmise-their| ow costs use and development as a result of its incorporation into
Internet tools (such as Internet Explorer).

HEncourages the formation of trading partner communities as aresult of its growing

acceptance across many industries. XM—iswidely accepted-across-many

XML is atag-based framework used primarily to erganize-exchange data in a universally
understood format. XML is a subset of the Standard Generalized Mark-up Language
(SGML) and is similar to Hyper Text Mark-up Language (HTML). The use of XML
facilitates the transmission of information from system to system, independent of
platforms. XML was created to deliver structured, readable, usable information over the
Internet platform. It is a generalized mark-up language that is platform-independent and
extremely flexible. XML can be used to specify the presentation of a document (font
Size, indentation, etc.) or to specify structure of the document through Document Type
Definitions (DTDs) or schemas. XML is designed for Web usage and introduces a new
class of documents that do not require a predefined document type. The benefit of XML
isthat it provides a standard that allows the capacity for preeessiag-exchanging
information by non-proprietary software such as search engines, browsers, and parsers.
Astheinterest in E-commerce and EDI over the Internet increases, XML is proving to be

a leading-factor-Hr-enablingtool that encourages business-to-business electronic
commerce.



