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North American Energy Standards Board

1301 Fannin, Suite 2350, Houston, Texas 77002

Phone:  (713) 356-0060, Fax:  (713) 356-0067, E-mail: naesb@naesb.org

Home Page: www.naesb.org

TO:
NAESB Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Board of Directors and Executive Committee Leadership

FROM: 
Rae McQuade, NAESB Executive Director



DeDe Kirby, NAESB Meeting/Project Manager
RE:
NAESB WGQ Board of Directors and Executive Committee Leadership Meeting on May 27, 2004
DATE:

May 28, 2004 

Dear NAESB WGQ Board and EC Members,

A Wholesale Gas Quadrant (WGQ) Board and Executive Committee (EC) Leadership meeting was held on May 27, 2004.  The meeting provided a forum for WGQ Board members and EC subcommittee leadership to discuss quadrant-specific  topics in advance of the June 9 & 10 NAESB Board Meeting and Strategic Session in San Antonio, Texas.  The following are notes from the meeting.  No follow-up assignments were made.
· Mr. Buccigross opened the meeting. Mr. Cargas gave the antitrust guidelines.  The draft agenda was adopted by consensus.

Ratification of Standards Implementing FERC Order 2004:

· Mr. Buccigross discussed the ratification of standards implementing FERC Order 2004 and noted that the WGQ is on schedule to complete the ratification process by the current deadline (September) set by FERC.  Mr. Buccigross explained that the WGQ Business Practice Subcommittee (BPS) was on schedule to meet the original deadline set by FERC (June 30th).  Mr. Buccigross commented that only minor modifications were needed to effectively implement FERC Order 2004.  The delay in deadlines allowed BPS to make a few minor refinements. 

· The standards passed unanimously at the past  EC meeting on May 6, 2004.  The standards were sent out to the membership for ratification on May 26, 2004.  The NAESB office will send out a press release announcing the ratification of these standards once they are final.   

Ratification of Internet ET (electronic transfer) Standards from the TEIS (Technical Electronic Implementation Subcommittee) and EDM (Electronic Delivery Mechanisms Subcommittee):
· Mr. Buccigross explained the TEIS and EDM Subcommittees had consolidated WGQ EDM standards into one manual that now contains a core set of commodity neutral internet electronic transfer standards.  Each quadrant may implement these standards as they see best.  The manual, with minor changes, was unanimously passed by the EC’s of the WGQ, the Retail Electric Quadrant (REQ), and the Retail Gas Quadrant (RGQ).

· The NAESB office will also send out a press release announcing the ratification of the internet ET standards once they are final.

Gas and Electric Coordination Task Force (GECTF) Update:

· Mr. Novak explained that the GECTF, after summarizing the documentation they collected, developed a report that lists 14 issues that have an impact on coordination.  The report will soon be sent out for comment, after a few finishing edits are completed by the co-chairs of the committee. 
· The GECTF will meet again on June 29-30, 2004 in Houston, TX to review comments received, and to revise the report if necessary.  The report will then be sent to NAESB’s Executive Committee, which will decide upon the next steps.

· Mr. Novak anticipates several requests for standards will be submitted as a result of the work done by the GECTF.  Requests will be considered on this topic and the development of such standards will be conducted through the normal NAESB process.

 Gas Quality Update:
· Mr. Buccigross described the WGQ BPS conference call that took place earlier in the day addressing Part A of the gas quality request. 
· The WGQ BPS set the following timeline for upcoming meetings:  June 15-16 in Houston, TX; July 7-8 in Houston, TX; August 4-5 in Washington D.C.; September 1-2 in Florida; and October 14-15 in Buffalo, N.Y.  The first meeting, on June 15-16, will begin with an educational process similar to that followed by GECTF.  Ms. Gussow will give the same presentation she did at the last Board meeting on March 18, 2004.  Following her presentation will be a number of presentations from various segment and quadrant representatives on how they currently display and locate gas quality information.  A request for presentations will be going out next week.
· The second half of the June 15-16 meeting will begin the standard drafting process.  General topics that will be covered include: defining the subcommittee’s mission clearly so that Parts B and C of the request do not come into the debate; the impact of non-FERC gas quality specifications, e.g., those set by Environmental Protection Agency; identification of the range of gas quality specifications contained in tariffs allowing for regional and pipeline differences; methodology by which the information will be reported and displayed, e.g., EDI,  XML; and identification of requirements for frequency of reporting contained in existing tariffs.
Other Board Issues:

· Mr. Buccigross commented that the agenda for the upcoming board meeting on June 9-10 in San Antonio will include a strategic session on the future of NAESB.  Mr. Cargas read a list of special guests that have already RSVP’d.  Mr. Buccigross commented that Board members should come prepared to talk about what direction they would like to see NAESB take.  The Board will use the outcome of the strategic session as guidance for the development of the NAESB annual plans.
Other Executive Committee Issues:

· Mr. Buccigross said that WGQ and the retail quadrants still have vacancies on their boards, and that more participation should be encouraged by current members.  Mr. Novak talked about possible ways to encourage participation from members of the industry that operate in states without retail competition.  
 Other Business:

A question was asked concerning possible changes to NAESB’s procedures concerning scope determination, as discussed at the last Parliamentary Subcommittee meeting on May 25, 2004.  Mr. Buccigross explained that Mr. Templeton had submitted a motion saying no changes are recommended at this time.  The motion passed with a vote of 10 to 1.
Attendance:

	
	Attendee:
	Last Name
	Organization
	Quadrant:

	1
	Jeff
	Bittle
	Texas Gas
	

	2
	Jim
	Buccigross
	8760, Inc.
	WGQ Board 

	3
	Kathryn
	Burch
	Duke Energy Gas Trans.
	

	4
	James
	Cargas
	NAESB
	

	5
	Jennifer
	Chen
	SunGard Energy
	

	6
	Pete
	Connor
	NiSource
	WGQ EC Alt.

	7
	Valerie
	Crockett
	TVA
	WGQ EC Alt.

	8
	Kelly
	Daly
	Arizona Public Service Co.
	WGQ EC 

	9
	Andrew
	Dotterweich
	Consumers Energy
	

	10
	Mark
	Gracey
	Tennessee Gas Pipeline
	WGQ EC 

	11
	Dona
	Gussow
	Florida Power & Light
	WGQ EC 

	12
	Sherri
	Heslington
	Dominion E & P
	WGQ EC 

	13
	Iris
	King
	Dominion Transmisson Inc.
	WGQ EC Alt.

	14
	DeDe
	Kirby
	NAESB
	

	15
	Paul
	Love
	NGPL
	WGQ EC Alt.

	16
	Prince
	McDougal
	Southern Natural Gas
	

	17
	Billy
	Miller
	Alpine
	

	18
	Michael
	Novak
	National Fuel Dist. Corp.
	WGQ EC 

	19
	Maria
	Onufrow
	SunGard Energy
	

	20
	Kim
	Van Pelt
	Panhandle Eastern Pipeline
	WGQ EC

	21
	Marjorie
	Perlman
	Energy East
	WGQ EC Alt.

	22
	Micki
	Schmitz
	Northern Natural Gas
	

	23
	Donna
	Scott
	Transwestern Pipeline Co.
	

	24
	Brian
	Whitte
	NiSource Pipelines
	

	25
	Michelle
	Willis
	Center Point Energy
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