To: NAESB WEQ Executive Committee (EC)
From: Electronic Scheduling Subcommittee (ESS) and Information Technology Subcommittee (ITS)
Dear WEQ Executive Committee Members

The ESS and ITS have spent a tremendous amount of time over the last few months developing improvements to the “Business Practice Standards for Open Access Same Time Information Systems” that were ratified in April of this year.  The result of that effort is six (6) recommendations for your consideration.  Realizing that there may be some confusion regarding those recommendations and the comments surrounding those recommendations, the ESS and ITS would like to provide the following summary and guidance to the EC.

This past spring, the WEQ EC passed, and the NAESB membership ratified, a recommendation from the ESS and ITS that included three separate “documents” that together represent the OASIS standards.  For your reference, the three documents are

1) Business Practice Standards for Open Access Same Time Information Systems (OASIS) [referred to herein as the OASIS BPS]
2) Standards and Communications Protocols for OASIS [referred to herein as the OASIS S&CP], and

3) Data Element Dictionary for OASIS

Upon review of the ratified standards, the ESS determined that there was some “disorder” to the standards.  In particular, there were several concerns regarding the OASIS BPS.  First, there were numerous external references that needed to be clarified.  In addition, some of the “numbered requirements” were actually introductory statements and not requirements at all.  One of the numbered requirements even referenced an implementation deadline that had already expired and was therefore not appropriate as an OASIS BPS requirement.  Finally, the ESS and ITS felt that a reorganization of the requirements would be beneficial.  Upon consultation with the NAESB office, it was determined that the ESS and ITS could use existing request R04005 to make these recommended improvements.
During the course of working on the clarifications above, it was brought to the attention of the subcommittees that the Standards of Conduct – which were embedded within the OASIS BPS – were no longer consistent with the recently passed FERC Order 2004 (FERC’s order on Standards of Conduct).  The ESS and ITS decided that because of the changes to the Standards of Conduct in FERC Order 2004, the Standards of Conduct within the OASIS BPS were no longer applicable as part the OASIS BPS, but needed to become a stand alone standard.  Therefore, the ESS and ITS removed the existing Standards of Conduct from the OASIS BPS and developed a stand alone Standard of Conduct.  In retrospect, this should probably have been a separate request to the NAESB office; however, it was decided that the new SOC could be sent to the EC as a recommendation under request R04006. 
Three of the six recommendations before you facilitate the above changes. 
The first, listed as request R04005-A, makes the “aesthetic” improvements mentioned above, including the removal of the Standards of Conduct from the OASIS BPS.  The comments on this request were fairly benign.  There were some recommendations to change some of the definitions, remove references to the “Commission,” etc.  The ESS/ITS feel that those comments deserve some consideration, but that such “nomenclature” considerations should best be handled as a separate request.  As such, the subcommittees are prepared to develop a request to consider those issues.
The second recommendation, listed as recommendation R04006, recommends the new stand-alone standard of conduct.  As it turns out, recommendation R04006 had some error of omissions in it.  However, since the ESS/ITS were able to catch these omissions and correct them in sufficient time, the ESS/ITS are sending you R04006-A as a replacement.  Therefore, the ESS and ITS recommend that the EC disregard R04006 and consider R04006-A in its place.  There were also “nomenclature” comments to R04006 similar to those submitted for R04005-A that the ESS/ITS feel deserve consideration.  As with R04005-A, the ESS/ITS are prepared to develop a request to consider the changes suggested in the comments.
The fourth recommendation is listed as R04011.  This recommendation was developed in conjunction with a request to make changes to the OASIS S&CP to accommodate posting requirements in FERC Order 2003.  This recommendation is fairly simple and self explanatory, but does change the OASIS S&CP.
The final two recommendations represent additions to the OASIS business practices.  These recommendations deal with two of the five concerns carried over to NAESB from the now-defunct OASIS HOW Working Group.

The fifth recommendation, listed as R04006-B, does two things.  First, as an administrative improvement, it modifies the OASIS BPS to move all the definitions (previously located in requirement 1.3) into a separate “Definitions” section at the beginning of the standard.  In addition to the definitions previously in requirement 1.3, several new definitions are added to support the new business practices.  Second, it adds a new section – requirement 8 – to the OASIS BPS that standardizes the treatment of “multiple identical OASIS requests”.  As presented to the EC, this recommendation presumes the passage of recommendation R04005-A.  Failure to pass R04005-A would require a renumbering of these requirements.
The sixth and final recommendation, listed as R04006-C, modifies the OASIS BPS one last time to add new sections to standardize the treatment of OASIS redirects as provided for in sections 22.2 and 22.3 of the pro forma tariff.  As presented to the EC, this recommendation presumes the passage of recommendations R04005-A and R04006-B.  Failure to pass either of those recommendations would require a renumbering of these requirements.
In total, these recommendations represent a considerable amount of effort on the part of the ESS and ITS subcommittees.  As such, those subcommittees appreciate your consideration of these recommendations.

Sincerely

Joel Dison

Co-Chair ESS

