Comments of PacifiCorp
February 17, 2005 WEQ Drafting Collaborative

PacifiCorp offers the following for consideration of the WEQ Drafting Collaborative as it considers various proposals for revising the segment and/or subsegment structure of the Quadrant.  
1. ISO, RTO and RRO Membership.  PacifiCorp is in full agreement that membership in the WEQ should be accommodative of all entities whose activities and interests center on the reliable and economic provision of electric service.  As written, the WEQ’s procedures do not provide an appropriate segment/subsegment for regional reliability organizations (RROs) or regional transmission operators (ISO/RTOs).  PacifiCorp agrees that these organizations have valuable and unique perspectives that would add to the quality of the WEQ’s work.  So long as their accommodation can be made in a manner that retains the essence of the balance of voting power, they should be admitted.  
2. Service Provider Participation.  PacifiCorp does not support the full membership in the WEQ of service providers.  While they provide essential services that support the industry, the service organizations do not share the core mission of economic and reliable electric service.   Since these entities (software/equipment vendors, consulting firms, and law firms) may have specialized technical knowledge or perspective, their participation in WEQ standards development should be welcomed at the working group level (as it already is).  However, their core mission is not aligned with the electric industry; they do not have to live with the consequences of decisions taken by the WEQ.  Therefore, service providers should not be accorded full voting privileges or be permitted to hold positions of leadership. 
3. Proposal.  Since the business interests of RTO/ISOs and RROs center on the transmission function, PacifiCorp supports the formation of a single new subsegment in the Transmission Segment.  This new subsegment would be allocated one Board seat and one Executive Committee seat.  Such a change would provide an unambiguous “home” for an important set of industry participants with minimal disruption of the WEQ’s balance of power.

Also, language should be added to the WEQ procedures that recognizes and welcomes the potential contributions of service providers, encourages them to join as non-voting members and that they are ineligible for leadership positions.
