Reproduction of Mike Novak’s September 3 e-mail

(Posted for September 27, 2004 SUIS Conference Call)

To:
Jim Buccigross, Cynthia Corcoran, Keith Sappenfield, Leigh Spangler, Suzanne Calcagno 
CC:
Bill Newbold, George Behr, Rae McQuade, Mark Jarret, Christopher Burden
Subject:
Trading Partner Agreement
To All:

I got an interesting question during yesterday's SUIS call:  "Could the TPA be used for XML transactions?"

I answered, so long as you think of EDI in a general sense and not specifically as ASC X12, possibly.  

I reviewed the TPA as we define EDI as "computer to computer exchange of information" so we look OK so far. The only section that gives me some pause is "2.3 - Functional Acknowledgment and Response Document" which contains some specific ASC X12 references.  My review of the attached Exhibit lead me to believe that so long as the parties were talking about XML exchange via NAESB EDM, that the exhibits offered sufficient flexibility to be useful.  I was wondering if you could review the TPA from the perspectives of your respective areas of expertise to see if my conclusions/observations were valid.

The reason I ask has to do with timing.  While I have a request in to modify the TPA to make it useful for both wholesale and retail application, my first blush is that modifying the TPA to make it suitable for XML is a substantive change not within scope of my original request.  Of course a new request could be submitted and I wonder if a model XML annex might be a good solution. Of note, XML came in second place (behind X12) as the preferred means of electronic implementation for the retail business practices.  Additionally, discussions on R03023 (a request to create a model XML transaction to move measurement data between SCADA and measurement systems) will be under discussion next month, primarily with WGQ BPS.  The timing for such an annex may be upon us some time next year, therefore, annual plan inclusion/modification might be appropriate.

Mike
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