Southern Company has participated in the Gas Electric Coordination Task Force meetings over the last six months and supports continued coordination between the two industries.  The importance of this coordination effort has grown as natural gas has become an increasingly important fuel for generation.  Greater coordination between the two industries has the opportunity to provide a more reliable source of fuel for our generation fleet but also has the opportunity to provide cost savings through process efficiency improvements.  Southern Company recognizes that these opportunities exist but one must always compare the benefits from any improvement with the costs of its implementation and maintenance.
While the task force and participants had good intentions, Southern Company felt the process struggled with focus.  The topic seemed to be too open-ended and the issues never were adequately discussed.  As a result, the Discussion Points List that was developed by the task force contained several topics that many in the group never fully understood, nor made the determination as to whether the particular item “lent itself to standardization”.  Understanding this effort as primarily a scoping effort, Southern Company was comfortable with this initial list, but fully expects that any further standards development on these items will be submitted in greater detail by sponsoring industry participants where the issue will be fully vetted in NAESB’s ANSI accredited standards development process.  For example, Southern Company believes the standardization request that KeySpan Utility Services and Duke Energy Gas Transmission submitted addresses some of the topics in the Discussion Points List that could lend itself to standardization.  As a result, Southern Company plans to employ its resources to work on these issues as they move through the NAESB standards development process.
