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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This document establishes the framework for the electronic dissemination and communication of
information between parties in the North American Wholesale Gas marketplace. Specifically, Fthe
Wholesale Gas Quadrant of the North American Energy Standards Board has standardized four
methods of communications that can be implemented by market participants. The four methods are:

1. i-EDI File Transfer (EDI/EDM) -- The transfer of EDI files, as defined by the ANSI-based
NAESB WGQ file formats standards, transferred via the Internet viausing the NAESB Internet
Electronic Transfer (Internet ET) mechanism.

2. 2-Flat File Transfer -— The transfer of "flat files", as defined by the NAESB WGQ file formats
standards, transferred via the Internet viausing the NAESB Internet ET mechanism (Batch
FF/EDM) or interactive Internet browser (Interactive FF/EDM).

3. 3-Informational Postings Web Sites - Internet web sites that provide open access to various
documents and information posted by Transportation Service Providers.

4. 4-Customer Activities Web Sites - Internet web sites that provide secure access to various
documents, information and transactions between Transportation Service Providers and Service
Requesters.

For each of these four areas, tFhis document provides is a high-level guide to development,

implementation, and testing.ing-various-technologies-necessary-to-communicate transactions-using
the—standard—p#e%eee#s—As—sueh—tThls gwde is not -however,- mtended to be a comprehenswe in-

depth manual.

The NAESB Internet ET is an electronic transport mechanism that utilizes “open” technologies to
enable the rapid, reliable, and secure transport of transactions between trading partners across the
Internet.

The open standard technologies selected by NAESB WGQ and the Internet ET are designed to
provide flexibility and scalability. The business benefits gained from adherence to NAESB
standards include the ability to transact electronically with industries affiliated with the gas industry
(e.g., electric utilities, banks, suppliers, retail customers), and encouraging third party development

18 December31,2003



NAESB WGQ Quadrant Electronic Delivery Mechanism ManaualRelated-Standards

of applications for use in the wholesale gas industry.
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